
Dear parents and carers, 
 
It has been a very unusual week with school closed for 2 days due to strike 
action.  
 
We fully appreciate the impact this may be having on you as a family but also 
may be unsettling for your child. Our teams working in class with the children 
are especially mindful of this and picking up children showing signs of 
anxiety. If your child has a worry or you have noticed changes in their 
behavior please let the class teacher know so we are able to support in 
school. 
 
Red Nose day 
It has been a sea of jolly red outfits today in school as we 
support Red Nose day with lots of joke telling and our Junior 
talent show. Thank you for  your contributions to this 
fantastic charity and we will let you know how much we 
have raised next week. You can still donate online here. 
 
Lost property. 
We have noticed a rise in the amount of unnamed school uniform appearing 
in lost property. Please check the lost property boxes for any mislaid items 
but please name your child’s uniform so we can return it. 
 
Yr6 lead tours for parents and carers. 
A big thank you to our Yr6 children who this week led Junior school tours for 
parents whose children will be joining Yr3 in September. The children 
received many compliments from parents who found the tours very 
informative. Next one will be held on Thursday 23rd March at 9.15 in the 
Junior hall. 
 
INSET day Monday 20th March 
Please note school will be closed for all children for our staff training day on 
Monday. 

                                                                                                 
Lorraine Wright,  

Executive Headteacher  
 

 

2022/2023 Academic year  
 

Term 4:  
Mon 20 Feb - Fri 31 March ‘23  

INSET DAY Mon 20 March  
Yr 3 Open Morning 

Thurs 23 March  
Year 4 Productions 

Mon 27 March - Matinee  
Tues 28 March - Evening show 

 
Term 5: 

Mon 17 April - Fri 26 May ‘23  
Early May Bank Holiday  

Mon 1 May ‘23 
King’s Coronation Bank Holiday 

Mon 8 May ‘23 
 

Term 6:  
Mon 5 June - Fri 21 July ‘23  

INSET DAY Fri 23 June  
 

2023/24 Academic year  
 

Term 1: 
Fri 1 Sept - Fri 20 Oct’23 

INSET DAYS Fri 1 &Mon 4 Sept 
First day of Term Tues 5 Sept 

 
See website for full 2023/2024 

Academic year dates  

Elmlea Schools’ Trust 
Newsletter Issue 24 

Friday 17th March 2023 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/finance-elmlea-1675933126009
https://www.elmleaschoolstrust.com/news-events/calendar/
http://www.elmleajunior.com/


Book Fair 
 

A big thank you to all those that pur-
chased books at our recent book fairs 
in the Infant and Junior school.  

As a trust we sold £2,246.78 of books! 

This means that as a school we now 
receive… 

 £1,228.07  

in rewards to spend on books for our 
classrooms and libraries! 

THANK YOU!! 

Music News 
 

I am delighted to announce that we now have a drum teacher and children have already started to have lessons. 
Please check the time of your child's lesson and remind them to go to the Lodge just before they are due. 
 

Year 3 are coming to the end of their ukulele course and will be doing 
a short presentation to parents/carers on Wednesday 29th March in 
the afternoon. Please check Seesaw for timings. 
 
I am really looking forward to our Spring Choir Concert next Wednes-
day at 6.30pm in the Junior Hall. We are enjoying listening to the 
choirs rehearse - they are sounding great!  
 
Please arrive at 6.15pm for a prompt 6.30pm start. The pupils are to 
wear their school uniform. 
 

Miss Sadler 
Co-ordinator of Music 

Red Nose Day 
 

Today we wore red for Red Nose Day. Thank you to everyone who 
has already made a contribution to the charity Comic Relief.  
 
You can still donate online here. 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/finance-elmlea-1675933126009


Inclusion Information and Support  

       Elmlea Schools Trust Teacher-led After School Sports & Music Clubs in Term 4 
The Clubs running in Term 4 are: 
 
Mondays - Year 3&4 Netball  
Tuesdays - Junior Choir  
Thursdays - Infant Choir  
 
Elmlea teacher run after school clubs for Term 5 
Due to staff and site availability there is one sports club running in Term 5; Cricket club for Years 5&6. Please reg-
ister your child’s interest using the link provided on the letter sent out yesterday by 9am on Wednesday 22nd 
March. 
 
These after school clubs are led by Elmlea teachers and we do not charge for them. They are subject to cancella-
tions due to staff availability and also weather and pitch conditions, which can be particularly affected at this 
time of year. Please bear this in mind when booking your child on to one of these clubs. Shine or Elizabeth's After 
School Club are also available as paid clubs that are guaranteed to run, rain or shine!  
 
Please always ensure you let the School Office know if your child is unable to attend as if they do not show up, 
we are required to initiate our Missing Child Procedure, which could ultimately result in a call to the Police if we 
are unable to contact you.  

Zzzzz.....  
We all know sleep is important, but how do we help children when their sleep habits change?  
 
The Sleep Charity says: “Sleep deprivation causes increased hyperactivity and other 
behavioural problems, as well as damaging physical and mental development. 
Poor sleep habits from an early age can lead to long term sleep problems. They 
have lots of support to help with a range of sleep difficulties from night terrors to 
bed-wetting as well as courses and advice for adults. “ 
 
Visit the Sleep Charity website for more information. 

SEND and You return to The Greenway Centre in March  
SEND and You are set to return to The Greenway Centre on 22 March 
at 1pm to deliver an information session and optional 1:1. Full infor-
mation can  be found here. 
SEND and You are Bristol's Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 
Information, Advice and Support service.  "From providing you with 
information to address your earliest concerns, to helping you with com-
plex legal processes like statutory assessments, Education Health and 

Care Plans (EHCP), mediation, appeals, exclusions and complaints."    
 
Signing Up: You must sign up to attend, we will take names on the day for those who want a 1:1 slot. Sign up 
here or use the QR code in this poster.   

https://thesleepcharity.org.uk/information-support/children/
https://www.elmleaschoolstrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/SEND-March-Session-CMYK-flattened.pdf
https://forms.gle/T46ZR25fpLBKEgRx8.
https://www.elmleaschoolstrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/SEND-March-Session-CMYK-flattened.pdf


This week we learnt all about Mary 
Anning and the amazing Ichthyosaur 

fossil that she discovered. We wrote about how she had to 
carefully chip away at the rocks and stones that she found, 
to reveal each new fossil, and we enjoyed looking at some 
fossils ourselves in the classroom. We also learnt that her 
achievements were not really recognised in her lifetime, a 
timely discussion after International Women's Day.  
 
In maths, we began to look at division. Perhaps you could practise dividing groups of objects into equal groups? 
You could divide a pile of toys into groups of 2, 5 or 10. or even practise sorting a pile of socks into pairs!  

Year 1 Team       

 
 
This week in English we have looked at writing 
in the first person and the past tense. The 

children identified these as key features of diary writing which is 
important as we will be writing a diary entry as our outcome this 
term. During topic lessons we sequenced events from the Great Fire 
of London and discussed how the fire spread so quickly.  
 
Our Jigsaw topic this term is ‘Healthy Me’, this week we spoke about 
the importance of taking medicine safely and only taking medicine 
from a trusted adult. The children worked maturely and were 
brilliant when contributing to discussions. In maths we have been looking at the properties of 3D shapes, can 
your children tell you the properties we have been focusing on? Next week in maths we will be learning about 
measure and looking at centimetres and metres before moving on to mass.   

 
Year 2 Team  

 
 

 

 
Please make sure that your child's PE kit is in school all 
term ready for PE. 
 
This term we are focusing on apparatus PE where the 
children practise their balance and agility when 
negotiating the equipment. 

The Reception Team       



Year 6  
Year 6 have started a maths unit all about algebra and are enjoying learning new skills that 
they will develop further in secondary school. In PSHE we have been having some excellent 
discussions around how to take responsibility for our own health. We have explored the 
reasons why some young people might be exploited or enticed into a gang culture and how 
we should always listen to our instincts and talk to someone if we feel uncomfortable. 
Despite the rainy weather, our football skills are progressing well in PE and we are working 
hard on our digital compositions in music. (Remember to always have headphones in school.) 

Year 6 Team  

Year 5  
This week in Year 5 we have been drafting and publishing a piece of persuasive writing encouraging our audiences 
to act more environmentally. We found the facts about pollution and deforestation shocking and fascinating, and 
have enjoyed sharing and comparing these facts. Our final published pieces of writing were beautifully presented 
and very persuasive; more than that, we worked very hard to encourage our audiences to change their behaviour. 

In Maths we have been developing our number skills, including working out the missing 
numbers in number puzzles. It was tricky at times but we were successful! In RWV we com-
pared how different religions see the importance of caring for the world, which led us to con-

sider what rules would help the world become an ecologically 
better place. On Friday we had an entire morning of computing! 
Not only was this very enjoyable but by the end we had created 
fantastic animations that raise awareness of the problems with 
deforestation, and how we could help fix it. And of course, we 
all enjoyed our Comic Relief talent show!  

Year 5 Team  

Year 4  
Year 4 have had a great week four. In English, pupils have been upgrading 
explanation texts to demonstrate their developing editing skills. Children have 
successfully compared, ordered and rounded decimals in maths. STEM this week 
involved an introduction to the electricity linked project - making controlled buggies. 
Topic activities have included making country fact-files using the atlases. We have 
also been rehearsing! Well done, Year 4! 
Reminders - Production ticket booking went ‘live’ last Friday, please ensure that you have your ticket allocations. 
You can book your Matinee performance (Mon 27 March 2pm) tickets here and your Evening performance (Tues 

28 March 6pm) tickets here (almost sold out!!) Two people from each 
family will be able to book to attend. You do not have to come on the 
same day but you will only have 2 spaces per child in total – not per 
show. Each performance will be limited to 90 people. Thank you to all 
parents for their help with line and lyric learning. This week’s focus is 
on costumes and props. Please can all labelled costumes and props be 
brought into school by Wednesday 22nd March 2023 (or earlier)? 
Thank you.         Year 4 Team   

Year 3  
This week, Year 3 have enjoyed delving deeper into different topics in various subjects. We have 
planned and written our own set of creative instructions for what to do should you come face to 
face with a dragon. Specifically focusing on numbered steps, creative ideas and detailed 

sentences, we have been able to produce sophisticated pieces 
of writing! In maths, we focused on the different types of angles 
that we could spot in various shapes and patterns. Our visit to the computer 
suite this week focused on developing our digital skills in Word where we were 
looking at how we can use wordart and text boxes. Finally, to round off our 
week, we loved watching the school's annual house talent show as part of our 
Comic Relief day.                Year 3 Team 

https://forms.office.com/e/Dncvw6VWaZ
https://forms.office.com/e/CRJHN8vCgL

