
Dear parents and carers, 
 
Thank you everyone for your understanding with regards to the school 
closure next Wednesday. The decision by colleagues to strike has not been 
taken lightly but represents their depth of feeling and frustration. 
 
In terms of explaining why school is closed and what a strike is, our teachers 
will discuss in a circle time with our older children why people strike and will 
link this to the fundamental British values with specific reference to the 
values of democracy and individual liberty.  
 
If you want to understand more about why schools are directed to teach 
children about the British Values and what they are, there is a useful link 
here. 
 
Elmlea Bookfair 
We urgently need some volunteers to run the Infant and 
Junior schools Bookfairs next term from. It is a low key 
way of helping out and will take 20 minutes of your time 
after school just to use a calculator to add up the 
purchases and use the magic touch pay machine. Please 
sign up using this Microsoft Form  if you can help. The 
Bookfair is taking place at both the Infant and Junior 
Schools after school from 3.30-4pm on Mon 27th Feb to Thurs 2nd March.  
 
Parking 
I haven’t had any complaints from neighbours recently – thank you so much 
for that – however apparently parents are parking on the zigzag lines, where 
Elmlea Avenue becomes The Dell, which is making this corner really 
dangerous. Please leave time in the morning to park safely and thoughtfully. 
 

Lorraine Wright,  
Executive Headteacher 

2022/2023 Academic year  
 

Term 3:  
Tues 3 Jan - Fri 10 Feb ‘23  
INSET DAY Tues 3 Jan ‘23 

 
Term 4:  

Mon 20 Feb - Fri 31 March ‘23  
INSET DAY Mon 20 March ‘23 

Parents evenings  
Tues 21 & Thurs 23 Feb ‘23 

Year 4 Production  
Mon 27 March - Matinee  

Tues 28 March - Evening show 
 

Term 5: 
Mon 17 April - Fri 26 May ‘23  

Early May Bank Holiday  
Mon 1 May ‘23 

King’s Coronation Bank Holiday 
Mon 8 May ‘23 

 
Term 6:  

Mon 5 June - Fri 21 July ‘23  
INSET DAY Fri 23 June ‘23 

 
2023/24 Academic year  

 
Term 1: 

Fri 1 Sept - Fri 20 Oct’23 
INSET DAYS Fri 1 &Mon 4 Sept 
First day of Term Tues 5 Sept 

 
See website for full 2023/2024 

Academic year dates  

Elmlea Schools’ Trust 
Newsletter Issue 18 

Friday 27th January 2023 

Elmlea School s’ Trust Admin Job Opportunity 
An exciting opportunity has arisen for a part time (4 
days / 26 hours per week) Administrator at Elmlea 
Schools’ Trust. We are looking to appoint an enthusi-
astic, hardworking and adaptable administrator to 
join our supportive admin team.  More information 
can be found here. 

https://www.elmleaschoolstrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/newsletter-link-british-values-a-guide-for-parents_ver_2.pdf
https://forms.office.com/e/caf5Qsm8tN
https://www.elmleaschoolstrust.com/news-events/calendar/
http://www.elmleajunior.com/
https://www.eteach.com/job/school-administrator-1301158


Do you have a story you would like to share?  
It is nearly our favourite time of the year, Book Week! The theme this year is 'Stories from 
around the World'. Are you a writer/ work in publishing? Are you an illustrator? Do you have a 
favourite story you would be willing to share? Could you come in and share 
your expertise/ experiences with the children? 

Please email adele.paisey-bruce@elmleaschoolstrust.com (for KS2) 
or abie.neal@elmleaschoolstrust.com (for KS1) if you are able to contribute.  

 
We would be most grateful!  

Book Fair Volunteers 
The English team are looking for volunteers to help with the Book fair on 
27th Feb-2nd March from 3.30-4.00pm. Please use this Microsoft Form to let us 
know what with the date/s that you can help.  

Thank you so much! 

Music News 
Anyone who took part in Young Voices this term is eligible for a Blue Peter Mu-
sic Badge. Follow this link for instructions on how to apply. 
Please note, there will be no orchestra or music lessons on the strike day, 
Wednesday 1st February. 
Junior Choir Parents/carers are now to pick up from the junior hall door via 
the path. Children have been given words to the songs; here is a link to the re-
cordings for them to practice with.       Miss Sadler, Co-ordinator of Music 

Shine Wraparound care on Wednesday 1st February 
As you may be aware, some teachers at your school will be taking part in strike 
action on Wednesday 1st February.  Please be assured that Shine will continue to 
provide parents at your school with a wraparound care service on this day. Should 
the situation change in the coming days, Shine will, of course, send out an updat-
ed communication ASAP. Parents have 3 options for After school club which is run-
ning as usual, more information can be found here.  

Henleaze lawn tennis Club February Half term Tennis Camps 
Henleaze lawn tennis Club’s Junior Tennis Camps cater for children from 4-13years 
of age and are designed to be fun for all levels of juniors.  All our tennis camps are 
run by our highly experienced and fully qualified coaching team providing the chil-
dren with a fun, social and active environment. More information can be fund here. 

'How to grow a Grown Up: Parenting tips for 21st Century' by Dr Dominiques Thompson  
Please find here a link to a great resource, including blog posts, to help support our children as 
they enter the end of primary school and begin to take the next step into secondary. Suitable for 
all parents and carers especially those of year 5 and 6 children. 

Essential Items only to be brought to school  
Please ensure that your children only bring the items that are essential for the 
day to school with them. This means; water bottle, book bag, after school club 
kit, coat, mid-morning snack, plus extra snack for children attending Shine and 
packed lunch for those not having school lunches. ANY other items (eg/ show and 
tell items) need to be agreed with teacher. May we remind you that NO devices, 
toys or other items from home are to be brought into school at any time. 

mailto:adele.paisey-bruce@elmleaschoolstrust.com
mailto:abie.neal@elmleaschoolstrust.com
https://forms.office.com/e/caf5Qsm8tN
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/joinin/bp-music-badge?collection=blue-peter-badges
https://soundcloud.com/kath-sadler/sets/elmlea-junior-choir
https://myshine.cmail20.com/t/r-e-tjhhgit-bkdjrllkri-k/
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/WHTennis/Coaching/Camps
http://www.growingagrownup.com


COMMUNITY NEWS 

Inclusion Information and Support  

       Elmlea Schools Trust Teacher-led After School Sports & Music Clubs in Term 4 
The Clubs running in Term 4 are Year 3 Netball on Mondays, Junior Choir on Tuesdays 
and Infant Choir on Thursdays. Year 3 parents/carers can express interest for their child 
to join by completing the Microsoft Forms questionnaire (using the link on the letter sent 
on Weds 25 Jan) by next Wednesday 1st February. Places will be confirmed by the end of 
next week. Choir Club is at full capacity and there is a long waiting list. 
These after school clubs are led by Elmlea teachers and we do not charge for them. They 
are subject to cancellations due to staff availability and also weather and pitch conditions, which can be particu-
larly affected at this time of year. Please bear this in mind when booking your child on to one of these clubs. 
Shine or Elizabeth's After School Club are also available as paid clubs that are guaranteed to run, rain or shine!  
Please always ensure you let the School Office know if your child is unable to attend as if they do not show up, 
we are required to initiate our Missing Child Procedure, which could ultimately result in a call to the Police if we 
are unable to contact you.  

Brilliant birds -Weds 15 Feb half term holiday fun 
What do baby birds need to survive? Join in with others on a trail of chance 
through the woodland to find out! You will spend a fun- packed unforgettable 
morning on the Downs playing games, following trails and discovering all about 
our dazzling Downs birds. After a packed lunch back at the conservation centre, 
we’ll help our feathered friends to survive and thrive by creating birdfeeders to 
take home, including one from beautiful woven willow. 
 
10.00am – 3.30pm,  £15 per child. Suitable for children aged 7-11 to attend on 
their own. To book call: 0117 4285600 More information can be found here. 

Please note that we offer free school sessions on the Downs. See our website for details. 

Understanding Attachment - What is ‘good’ attachment and what does it look like?  
Children with secure attachment feel confident and safe getting their needs met 
in their early years. When they start school, they are happy to leave their 
parent/carer to experience independence knowing that their parents/carers and 
home will be safe and waiting for them each time they return. This continues 
into their teen years where they feel good about themselves, have a strong 
sense of identity in order to form positive, secure and safe friendships and rela-
tionships from a position of trust. As adults, this means they have resilience and 
emotional confidence to explore options, experience failures and can become 

nurturing partners and parents.  
 
Children from any family and circumstances can develop attachment difficulties as everyday life circumstances 
and experiences can lead to difficulties; bereavement, hospitalisation, divorce, parents working away from 
home. Children who may be exposed to more challenging circumstances such as drugs and alcohol abuse in the 
home, a parent or significant carer in prison, domestic violence, poor role models and neglect, are all more likely 
to experience insecure attachments in the home and therefore struggle with relationships and self-esteem as 
they grow up. They can experience guilt, shame and anger as a result of their experiences, often blaming them-
selves, which can lead them to being unable to manage their emotions and resulting behaviours as well as a long
-term distrust of adults in general. This is why in school we strive to create a safe, positive and nurturing environ-
ment for all our children, and we are particularly mindful of children who may be vulnerable given their past ex-
periences and those who are in care, previously in care or adopted.  
 
If you have any questions regarding attachment or children in care, please contact the Trust Inclusion Lead and 
Designated Teacher, Lacey Flook or Assistant Head and Designated Teacher, Rob Salisbury.  

https://www.elmleaschoolstrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Brilliant-Birds-2023-poster-telephone-booking-only.pdf
https://avongorge.org.uk/learn-and-discover/school-sessions-on-the-downs/


This week in Year One we started our Under the Sea stories! We 
imagined being able to swim under the sea like free divers, 
investigating the sea bed and exploring coral reefs and underwater 

caves. This week: describing the setting and the wonderful underwater animals we might 
see. Next week we will start to think about what exciting adventures could happen next 
and how our stories could build to a dramatic ending! Perhaps you could ask your children 
about how their stories began and the aquatic animals they saw and how they described 
them. We also had a great time making our own shoebox aquariums, using paper, card, 
string and sand to decorate them. It was super messy but lots of fun! In maths, we have 
introduced multiplication by using what we know about counting in 2s, 5s and 10s to helping us count groups of 

objects and representing our calculations as 
repeated addition. Why not try grouping the 
peas on your child's plate at tea time and 
see if they count them using their times 
tables! 

Year 1 Team       

 
 

 
 

This week we have been busy learning about dividing by sharing equally. Using 
counters has really helped the children to visualise what dividing means and 
they have worked really hard. We also had 2 maths assessments and the 
teachers want to say thank you and well done to everyone for trying their 
absolute best and working with fantastic focus. In science, we explored the 
properties of different materials- thank you to everyone who donated shoe 
boxes! We also tasted and evaluated flatbreads, tzatziki, olives and 
pomegranate seeds and are excited to doing some mixing and baking next 
week! Well done to 2R for their class assembly!   
 

Year 2 Team  

 
 
 

Reception have had a great week learning all about Vets and were very 
lucky to have Morgan's Mum come in and talk to them all about her job 
- thank you! 
 
Please remember to name any hats/scarves/gloves so that they are 
easily returnable and remember to bring your reading book to school 
everyday.  

The Reception Team       



Year 6 
This week year 6 have displayed excellent learning attitudes through their hard work as part of 
our term 3 assessments. They have continued their science unit on living things and habitats by 
delving deeper into the Linnaean System for classification and using it to think about how it 
would be used to classify new species of animals. On Thursday, they enjoyed a Humanist 
workshop as part of their Religion and Worldviews learning - the children asked really thoughtful 
questions and were open-minded to hearing about the beliefs and worldviews of others. 
 
             Year 6 Team  

Year 5  
Year 5 have had a very enjoyable week. A highlight has been Science where the children 
explored the force of friction by measuring the run-off distance of a toy car on various 
materials. It was great fun and lots of good prediction work and scientific observation 
was carried out! In Maths we started exploring perimeter and area of shapes, whilst out-
side the weather was dry enough to enable us to further hone our basketball and tag 
rugby skills. Our exploration of our Human Planet led us to water usage and reviewing 
how we use water in our daily lives. Our case study this week was Algeria, a country 
which has some really fascinating projects geared towards reducing the water scarcity 
caused there by successive dry summers. Alongside this, we have also had time to draft 
and start publishing our Science Fiction narratives – well done everyone on a week of hard work! 

Year 5 Team  

Year 4  
Year 4 have absolutely loved their science lessons this week as they learnt all about 
circuits and their component parts. Children were extremely resilient and 
demonstrated great purple learning skills as they collaborated in pairs to create a 
range of circuits that worked successfully. In maths, child have been focusing on the 
11x tables and have reflected on their knowledge and understanding of arithmetic 
and the strategies they use and apply in their work. In English, pupils have been planning and drafting their 

newspaper articles about Tom's adventures in Egypt and 
enjoyed creating headlines for their pieces. In topic, we have 
learnt some very interesting facts about Ukraine and have 
made comparisons between it and the United Kindgom. Well 
done, Year 4! 

Year 4 Team   

Year 3  
This week Year 3 have enjoyed a fantastic music body percussion workshop with Ollie Tunmer from 'The Beat 
Goes On'. Ollie is a drummer, percussionist, educator and former cast member of STOMP. We had a great time 
and learned so much about making music with only ourselves as instruments.  Thank you to Mrs Sadler for 

organising such a brilliant experience! In Maths 
and English, we have been working hard to 
complete our assessments. Next week, in Maths, 
we will be looking at Addition and Subtraction 
and beginning our letter-writing-unit in English 
based around the book 'The King of the Sky'  

Year 3 Team 

Year 5 and Year 6 Author Visit  
Year 5 and Year 6 enjoyed a brilliant visit from Eve Wersocki Morris on Thursday. Eve is the 
author of The Wildstorm Curse which is a bewitching and spooky story about unlikely heroes 
and the power of storytelling, for readers ages 9-11). Eve inspired us all as she explained how 
she reached her dreams and different tips for writing stories. If you would like to purchase a 
book after the talk. Please use this link. Thanks!   

https://maxminervas.co.uk/products/the-wildstorm-curse-by-eve-wersocki-morris-elmlea-primary-school-discount

