
Dear parents and carers, 
 
It has been a week of festive celebrations which the children have really 
enjoyed. Thank you to all our families for your generosity and kind good 
wishes, our staff teams have been very touched by your thoughtfulness. 
 
I hope the coming holiday is a special time for you and your family and we 
look forward to welcoming your children back on Wednesday the 4th 
January 2023! 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Mrs Wright,  
Executive Headteacher 
 
Year 3 performance  
Our Yr3 children excelled themselves this week with performances of 
Scrooge. So many children stepped out of their comfort zone to challenge 
themselves on stage and consequently the children all felt so proud of their 
achievements. Thank you to the staff team for giving the children this unique 
experience. 
 
School kitchen staff 
Our fabulous kitchen teams have cooked 600 Christmas dinners this week 
which were delicious. We are all in awe of their catering skills and send our 
thanks 
 
Cost of living advice  
We are very aware that this is a very difficult time of year for some families 
as the cost of living has soared. Bristol City Council has provided advice and 
the link can be found here. 

DIARY DATES 
2022/23 Academic year  

 
Term 3:  

Tues 3 Jan - Fri 10 Feb ‘23  
INSET DAY Tues 3 Jan ‘23 

Yr 6 SATS & Camp Info Evening 
17 Jan ‘23 6-7pm 

 
Term 4:  

Mon 20 Feb - Fri 31 March ‘23  
INSET DAY Mon 20 March ‘23 

Year 4 Production  
Tues 27 March - Matinee  

Weds 28 March - Evening show 
 

Term 5: 
Mon 17 April - Fri 26 May ‘23  

Early May Bank Holiday  
Mon 1 May ‘23 

King’s Coronation Bank Holiday 
Mon 8 May ‘23 

 
Term 6:  

Mon 5 June - Fri 21 July ‘23  
INSET DAY Fri 23 June ‘23 

Elmlea Schools’ Trust 
Newsletter Issue 14 

Friday 16th December 2022 

Happy Hanukkah  
The Jewish festival of lights Hanukkah (also called Chanukah) takes place over 
8 nights from 18-26 December. In assembly this week, the children learned 
about the origins of the festival as the Maccabees reconsecrated a Jewish 
temple when resisting the Syrian invasion more than 2000 years ago. They 
also learned about how it is celebrated today with fried foods such as latkes, 
spinning the dreidel, lighting of candles and giving and receiving presents 
each night. We wish Chag Sameach (Happy Holiday) to everyone in the 
Elmlea community who will be celebrating Hanukkah. 

https://www.bristol.gov.uk/residents/people-and-communities/cost-of-living-support
http://www.elmleajunior.com/


Music News 
Wow- what a fabulous music assembly! Well done to the infants choir, junior choir, 
chamber choir, boys choir and both orchestras; you sang and played beautifully. A 
special mention to our soloists who were extra brave to sing in front of the whole 

junior school. I’d like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank all of the parents/carers 
for their support in getting the children to 
rehearsals after school and/or early in the 
morning. Wishing you all a happy Christmas and all the best for 2023. 

Miss Sadler, Co-ordinator of Music 

Shine Holiday Clubs 
Shine holiday clubs are running over the festive season, full details can be found here 
Shine | Holiday Clubs (myshine.co.uk) 

Holiday clubs will also be running here at Elmlea over 
the  February half term.  Please see Shine’s website for 
details which will be available soon.  

       Elmlea Schools Trust Teacher-led After School Sports & Music Clubs in Term 3 
Next term we have the following teacher-led clubs running: 
 
 Yr 4 Netball - Mondays (starts Mon 9th Jan) Places have now been allocated.  
 Yr 3-6 Junior Choir - Tuesdays (restarts Tues 10th Jan)  
1st session will be taken by Mr MacLeod 
 Yr 1&2 Infants Choir - Thursdays (restarts Thursday 12th Jan)  
 

Please note, there are no other teacher-led clubs running in Term 3. 
 
These after school clubs are led by Elmlea teachers and we do not charge for 
them. They are subject to cancellations due to staff availability and also weather and pitch conditions, which can 
be particularly affected at this time of year. Please bear this in mind when booking your child on to one of these 
clubs. Shine or Elizabeth's After School Club are also available as paid clubs that are guaranteed to run, rain or 
shine!  
 
Please always ensure you let the School Office know if your child is unable to attend as if they do not show up, 
we are required to initiate our Missing Child Procedure, which could ultimately result in a call to the Police if we 
are unable to contact you.  

STEM Club at Elmlea Junior School 
Learn how to program a biped robot to move and react to its environ-
ment. Click for more information. 
Tuesdays from 3:30-4:30pm £48 for the term (5 sessions)  
First session Tuesday 1th Jan. Open to years 3-6.  
 

https://www.myshine.co.uk/holiday-clubs
https://www.myshine.co.uk/
https://www.elmleaschoolstrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Coding-with-Robots-PT1.png


Helping Your Adopted Child through the Christmas Period 
Christmas can be a busy and exciting time for everyone but for some 
children it can be quite overwhelming. This week's segment on devel-
oping our school community's understanding of adoptive families is 
an article on 'Top Tips for Helping Your Adopted Child through the 
Christmas Period'. Please have a read. 

PTA Notes 
Thank you to everyone for your involvement and support of PTA fundraising efforts this term. Whether you 
bought a raffle ticket or served hot drinks, contributed to a hamper or joined easyfundraising, it all helps and ben-
efits the children, funding ways which broaden and enhance their learning experience. 
 
Forty-two delicious-looking hampers were won on Sunday night; thank you to class 
reps for delivering their creations to these lucky winners. You have raised £2,500 
through purchasing hamper raffle tickets!  
 
You have also generously raised funds for the Elmlea Schools Trust PTA in so many 
other ways; through your purchase of Christmas cards, by coming to the Christmas 
market, buying Christmas trees and Nativity drinks, by donating towards Christmas jumpers, and getting 
Secondhand uniform….  

...Overall you’ve raised an incredible £5,200 this term!!  
 

 
For any last minute online Christmas shopping please consider supporting 
Elmlea via easyfundraising before heading to the retailer’s website. You 
can find our cause here.  
 

We look forward to updating you in January as to our plans for the rest of the year! 
 
Wishing you a happy Christmas break!   
 
Many thanks! PTA team - Jen, Tina, Lucy, Joy and Tripta 

Bristol North Families in Focus Bulletin  
Here is the North FiF Bulletin; packed with signposting information, services and training opportunities for Fami-
lies. Please take the time to have a look through to see if there are items of interest, particularly in the light of the 
rise in the cost of living and hardships faced by so many families 
this winter.  
 
There are also many Welcoming Spaces within communi-
ties,  offering activities, warmth, signposting and food and a vari-
ety of food support opportunities.  

COMMUNITY NEWS 

https://adoptionmwwales.org.uk/top-tips-for-helping-your-adopted-child-through-the-xmas-period/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/elmleajnrspta/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=rm-en-e2
https://www.elmleaschoolstrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Families-bulletin-Dec-2022.pdf
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/residents/people-and-communities/welcoming-spaces/find-a-welcoming-space


 
 
 
 

The children have had a fun filled last week of term! They enjoyed their 
christmas lunches, a surprise staff panto and their class parties! We have 
also been thinking about saying 'thank you' to our friends and families for 
all they do. We hope you and all the children enjoy a well deserved rest 
and we are looking forward to returning in January! 
 
All Year 1 staff would like to say a massive thank you to all the parents in Year 1 for our generous and kind gifts. 
We all feel very special! 

Year 1 Team       

 

 

Well done everyone for a fantastic term filled with lots of hard work, amazing 
performances and everything in between! During our last week of term we wrote 
letters about our time in Year 2, did some winter maths and finished off our 
beautiful robin art. To kick off Term 3, we are having a visit from the Explorer Dome 
who will give us a story-telling introduction to the Earth, moon and stars. Please 
enjoy a well-deserved break and the Year 2 team wish you a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!         

Year 2 Team                           

 
 
 

Thank you to everyone for all of your support this term - the 
children have been fantastic and are due a well deserved rest over 
the holidays.   

We wish you all a lovely holiday, Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 

Many thanks, The Reception Team 



Year 6  
Year 6 finished term in style as we celebrated the end of our WW2 topic 
with our own VE day. We made replica Anderson shelters (some with 
underground code-breaking rooms!) and also paraded around the 
school with our homemade flags and posters. It was a treat to buddy up 
with the Y3s to listen to their persuasive speeches. It was hard to pick a 
Top Tudor as their writing was all so convincing. We have enjoyed our 
Christmaths lessons and finished writing rather formal letters to a loved 
one. Fingers crossed the postal strikes don't delay their delivery!  

Year 6 Team  

Year 5   
What a great week to end a jam-packed term! From our Christmas lunch to Christingle to 
our VE celebration day! During our VE celebration, we made Anderson shelters, took part in 
a house quiz and shouted for all of Westbury-on- Trym to hear! We reflected on terms 1 and 

2 in our end of term letters which we hope you enjoy! We 
have also completed our war art inspired by Henry Moore. 
Well done Year 5 you have shown resilience, hard work 
and enthusiasm. Have a restful break and we look forward 
to seeing you in 2023 for another great term!  

                 
       Year 5 Team  

Year 4 have had a super last week of term, the highlight of which was the Christmas lunch on Wednesday when 
the children looked very festive in their special jumpers and hats. In maths, we have completed some winter 

themed shape work, including symmetry and learning more about the properties of 
different quadrilaterals. The children created some fantastic poems on the theme of 
light which linked with their work in Religion and World Views. Pupils reflected on 
their learning in science about teeth and eating and we are impressed with how 
much they have learnt. Well done, Year 4! 
Please read the Year 3 & 4 letter, which explains in more detail about next term and 
includes key dates and information.  

We wish you all a very happy holiday and are looking forward to seeing you in the New Year. 
 Year 4 Team   

Year 3  
We are so proud and amazed at how good the Year 3 production of ‘Scrooge’ 
turned out. I’m sure you all agree, that all the children should feel a huge sense of 
achievement. Please check Year 3 Seesaw messages to find the brilliant 
performance photographs, plus the required passwords for downloads. Please 
make sure no photos are shared online/externally and that all photos are kept for 
personal use only.   
This week the children completed their persuasive speeches pretending to be a top Tudor. They all had to pick a 
famous Tudor and explain why they should be voted the ‘Top Tudor’. We were really impressed with the quality 
of the writing and it showed how much progress they’ve made since September. The children got to share this 
writing with their Year 6 buddies and some even performed theirs to the rest of Year 3, pretending to be their 
famous Tudor.   
Our topic next term is ‘Around the World’, where we will be exploring various continents and countries from 
around the globe. Please read the Year 3 & 4 letter, which explains in more detail about next term and includes 
key dates and information.  
Have a brilliant Christmas break – the children all deserve to have lots of fun, plus a well-deserved rest.  
Thanks so much for all your donations after the Year 3 performance of Scrooge. This year we are raising money 
for Bristol homeless charity 'Streetlife'. We've raised £340 so far, but if you'd still like to donate, just hit the link 
Thanks again! 

https://www.elmleaschoolstrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Letter-to-Parents-Term-3-YEAR-3-4-1-2.pdf
https://www.elmleaschoolstrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Letter-to-Parents-Term-3-YEAR-3-4-1-2.pdf
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/elmleajuniors?utm_source=copyLink&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=elmleajuniors&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_term=9f2ece7b1c0e4a69ae3b94e150fa997b

