Elmlea Schools’ Trust
Newsletter Issue 28
Friday 8th April
Dear parents and carers,
As we come to the end of Term 4, once again there is so much to celebrate and for our children to feel so proud
of all they have accomplished again. There have been many highlights and our school trips and performances
definitely rate very highly. Our sporting opportunities across the Trust and success in our sporting competitions
has also been fantastic.
We have also seen our 4 choirs and 2 orchestras really come into their own this term and we look forward to
Summer concerts for you to join us to see the progress they have made.
As always, our terms are very busy and your children need an opportunity to recharge their batteries over the
holiday to be ready for all the summer terms have to offer.
I hope you are all able to enjoy time together as a family across the fortnight and we look forward to welcoming
your children back on Monday 25th April.
Staffing update
Today, we say goodbye to two learning support assistants, Ms de Wolf and Ms Buck who have given so much in
their roles supporting children at Elmlea. We are grateful for all they have given to Elmlea and the difference
they have made. We wish them well in their future endeavours.
We have appointed an LSA, Ms Heidi Beer, who is an experienced LSA, who will be joining us after Easter to
work in the Junior school.
Please see the link below for a vacancy for a class LSA ,working 2 days a week in the Infant School.
We are also pleased to announce that we have appointed Mr Salisbury to our senior leadership team across
both schools, as an Assistant Headteacher. Mr Salisbury will be sharing the role with Miss Long when she
returns.
Lorraine Wright, Executive Headteacher
Job Opportunity at Elmlea
We are looking for an enthusiastic Learning Support AssisHappy Easter!
tant to join our dedicated team, to deliver high quality
Jema
from
St
Mary's
church in Stoke Bishop led
support for learning activities to children on an individual
the
assembly
yesterday
in the Junior school. She
or group basis, under the general direction of the class
re-told the events of Holy Week from the point of
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Thursday and Friday 08:45 to 15:15 - different way! We hope that those who will be
celebrating Easter
12 hours per week
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lovely time with
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their families.

2021/22 Academic year
Term 4: Mon 28 Feb to Fri 8th April
INSET DAY Mon 21st March
Term 5: Mon 25th April to Fri 27th May
Y1 1 Aquarium Trip Tues 3rd May
Class photos: Fri 6th May
PTA Whole School Picnic after school Thurs 26th May
Term 6: Mon 6th June to Thurs 21st July
INSET DAY Fri 24th June
th

2022/23 Academic year
Term 1: Thurs 1st Sept ‘22 to Fri 21st Oct ’22
INSET DAYS Thurs 1st & Fri 2nd Sept
(first day back Mon 5th Sept)
Term 2: Mon 31st Oct ‘22 to Fri 16th Dec ‘22
Term 3: Tues 3rd Jan ‘23 to Fri 10 Feb ‘23
INSET DAY Tues 3rd Jan
Term 4: Mon 20th Feb ‘23 to Fri 31st March ‘23
INSET DAY Mon 20th March
Term 5: Mon 17th April ‘23 to Fri 26th May ‘23
Term 6: Mon 5th June ‘23 to Fri 21st July ‘23
INSET DAY Fri 23rd June

COVID-19 Vaccinations for 5 to 11 year olds
Our local vaccination team have asked us to share the information below
about COVID-19 vaccinations for 5 to 11 year olds, please could you share this
information with the parents in your school.
The NHS is now offering COVID-19 vaccines to children aged 5 to 11 years. Appointments are being held in dedicated children’s clinics across our area and
can be booked online via the National Booking Service or by calling 119. Some walk-in clinics are also available
and details of these, along with information about all the vaccination options in our area, can be found at
www.grabajab.net.
Children’s clinics are being run by GPs, community pharmacies and the Vaccination Centre @ UWE Bristol,
where themed child-friendly pods have been created to make the Centre feel welcoming for young children.
Younger children receive a lower (paediatric) vaccine dose. More information about the vaccination and the
effects of COVID-19 in young children can be found here.
Save your bottle tops!
Plans are in motion for the big Elmlea Arts Week, 23rd-27th May. We need to
ask for your help to save as many plastic bottle tops as you possibly can before Arts Week for a school-wide collaborative creation. From coke bottles to
milk bottles, in any colour and a variety of sizes, we will gratefully accept any
you can save from recycling, so please spread the word around family, neighbours and your work place and help us make a spectacular work of art this
year.
Many thanks Miss Wilson, Miss Scott and Mrs Cosgrove
Your Library needs you! Call for library helpers in the Junior School
We have had a great year so far with the library fully operational. We have lots of new
books arriving soon too! We have a couple of Parent Volunteers who help us with the ongoing management of the library on a rota system and are doing a fantastic job so thank
you! With the library being so busy we could do with another 2 or 3 helpers. We hope
that the new volunteers could start in Term 5 and be able to help us throughout the new
academic year 2022/23. If you are interested please email info@elmleaschoolstrust.com
as soon as possible to let us know if you are able to help out and to give us an idea of your
availability. We will then be in touch to sort out your DBS.
Elmlea Schools’ Trust Trustee Recruitment
We have three vacancies for Trustees to join the
team. These are voluntary roles that require attendance at an early evening meeting each Term as well
as additional committee / project meetings.
We are fortunate to have a wide range of professional skills within our local community and we wish to
draw upon this by recruiting people with experience
of:
* ICT * Education * Finance * HR
Whilst we currently have needs in these areas, we
absolutely welcome applications from across the entire community regardless of experience and it is particularly important to us that our team of Trustees
represents the diversity of our local community. So, if
you have enthusiasm, commitment, are naturally inquisitive, seek high
standards and are
prepared to get involved then this is
for you.
More information
can be found here.

No Tech Day across the Trust - Fri 29th April
No Tech Day’ is returning to Elmlea! 'World Earth Day'
falls on April 22nd in the school holidays so we will be
having our own day across the trust on Fri 29th April.
Teachers will not be able to use their computers, photocopy or use the lights.
This is a great discussion point for the children and a
lovely opportunity for the teachers to think creatively
with their planning. The teachers are planning to follow
their normal timetable but find ways to teach English
and maths without technology as well as looking to incorporate lots of outdoor learning opportunities, practical science experiments or creative art lessons. This also
filters into Elmlea striving to be more ecological by
wasting less paper, resources and energy. You could
even reinforce this at home by trying to not use technology that day around the children.
Spend some more time outside or
do some fun board games with
the children! We would love to
hear what you have been doing on
'World Earth Day' and during our
'No Tech Day'

Elmlea Junior School Sporting News
North Bristol Quicksticks Champions 2022
Last week 8 children took part in a hockey tournament with 14 other
teams! With teams of only 4 players the hockey is very fast and both
Elmlea teams were un-beaten. We managed to win against St. Bons in the
final to bring back the trophy. Elmlea also came first in the values rank
where our opposition gave us points on how well we demonstrated 6 key
values. Well done to everyone who played, a fantastic display of hockey
but also teamwork.

Futsal Tournament
Last week also saw another 8 children take part in a futsal tournament
against 3 other schools. Futsal is football with a slightly weighted ball played
inside. The Elmlea team were super excited to take part and they all played
brilliantly against some very skilful opposition. We all had a great afternoon,
well done everyone.
Mrs Paterson Head of PE and School Sport (Junior School)

Elmlea Schools Trust Teacher-led After School Clubs week commencing Mon 27th April
After school Sports Clubs w/c Mon 27th April:
Mondays: Yrs 5&6 Athletics, Mrs Paterson, Playground
Tuesdays: Yr 5 Rounders, Miss Brooks, Field
Wednesdays: Yrs 3&4 Multi sports, Mrs Paterson. Hall
Thursdays: Yrs 3-6 Boxercise, Studio
Fridays: Yrs 5&6 Cricket Mr Salisbury & Mr Weller, Field
After school Music Clubs w/c Mon 27th April:
Tuesdays: Yrs 3-6 Choir, Ms Sadler, Junior Hall
Thursdays: Yrs 1&2 Choir, Ms Sadler, Infant School
Please always ensure you let the School Office know if your child is unable to attend as if they do not show up,
we are required to initiate our Missing Child Procedure, which could ultimately result in a call to the Police if we
are unable to contact you. All teacher-led clubs finish at 4:15pm Please be advised that if your child has been
allocated a space, they are expected to attend every week unless they are unwell.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Kara's 3 Days, 3 Peaks, 3 Years on challenge for Wallace & Gromit's Grand Appeal
When she was just 6, Kara (now in Year 5 here at Elmlea) was diagnosed with Acute Myeloid Leukaemia, a rare
form of blood cancer for which she was treated on the amazing Starlight ward at Bristol Children's Hospital. After
6 months of intensive chemotherapy, she was able to 'ring the bell' at the end of her journey in the hospital. Her
recovery is down to her own determination, the support of our families, friends and colleagues, and the incredible work of the Haematology/Oncology department and the staff of Starlight Ward.
Kara, her sister Isobel and her parents will be climbing these 3 peaks in three days on 14-16th April 2022 to support the incredible Starlight Ward. More information can he found here.
Although not the classical 24-hour challenge, this will be a huge
achievement, and one that as a family we hope will raise muchneeded funds for Starlight Ward, along with giving a positive
message for those children and their families still undergoing
treatment.
Please support Kara in her quest - any amount large or small will
make a huge difference to the staff, patients and parents on
Starlight. Please donate to this amazing cause here.

Top Doodling class this week is... Willow!!!

Reception have had a great end to Term 4 and we wish you all a
lovely holiday.
Please read the Term 5 newsletter/ Tapestry posts sent out today
for information about next term.
See you in Term 5!

Many thanks, The Reception Team
What a fantastic end to a fun filled term. This week the
children learnt about a balanced diet and then planned,
wrote instructions, made and ate their wraps! The
children loved grating and chopping, and all agreed their wraps were
amazing. We have also been testing materials to see how absorbent they
are, can your child remember what that meant? In maths we have continued
learning about 3D shape and have learnt the language - 'edges, vertices,
faces'.
Well done to 1SC for a wonderful performance, we all loved your show and
could see the effort you had put in.
Have a restful Easter break and we will see you for Term 5!
Year 1 Team

Year 2 have had another great week this week, we
had our WOW event where took a trip to Westburyon-Trym to look at different locations that we have been learning about.
We wanted to compare different landmarks of the
village and see how much they have changed over
the years. The children were so engaged and did an
amazing job of representing our school. We are all
very proud of them.
This week the children worked in small groups to create their own Easter garden in our
outdoor area using foraged items that help to represent different parts of the Easter story.
We really hope you all enjoy your Easter holidays. We have a very busy term coming up, so
it is important that the children take some time to relax and enjoy some time away from
school. Thank you so much for your continued support.
Year 2 Team

Year 3
It has been a really busy final week before the Easter break. To conclude
our writing module, the children have been looking at persuasive speech.
They had to write a speech persuading other children in the class to vote
for them. The top three children from each class had a competition against
each and we voted for who would be crowned persuasive champion of
Year 3.
As is tradition at Elmlea, the children gathered and brought in materials
from home to make Easter gardens. Finally, the children have been
making and editing their own trailers on I-movie for either Peter Pan or Oliver and the Seawigs
Please find here a letter about our summer term topic for years 3 & 4, it will also be posted on Seesaw.
Year 3 Team
Year 4
Year 4 had an absolutely brilliant time putting on our show for parents. We hope you enjoyed seeing us singing,
dancing and acting. Thank you to all grown ups for the help with
costumes. They looked brilliant and we will post photos to Seesaw
shortly. Alongside this, we have also created and presented a nonchronological report on a creature that we designed. In maths we
have been studying statistics and interpreting data presented in
charts and graphs.
Please find here a letter about our summer term topic for years 3 &
4, it will also be posted on Seesaw.
Year 4 Team
Year 5
This week in Year 5 we have been wrapping up our topic 'On The Latin Side': In English we have been writing
pieces inspired by our latest class text, 'Journey To The River Sea' by Eva Ibbotson; in Art, we have finished off
our mixed-media self portraits ready for exhibition next term; and on Thursday we had the pleasure of taking
part in a drum-tastic samba rhythms workshop courtesy of Bristol Beacon. It's been such an exciting and lively
term - we hope you all have a restful Easter break, and look forward to sharing our brand new topic with you at
the start of Term 5!
Year 5 Team
This week Year 5 have also been retelling the French story they have been learning this
term about a greedy boy. They also used the opportunity to practise lots of food vocabulary and make up their own versions of the story. Year 6 Digital Leaders filmed the children and you will be able to watch the children telling their stories on seesaw very soon.
Madame Turvey
Year 6
We have enjoyed a busy end to the term with lots going on in the world of year 6. On Tuesday, we took part in
an excellent dementia workshop where the children learnt about the
bookcase analogy. On Thursday, we wrapped up the end of our On The
Latin Side topic with samba workshops. The children had great fun
experimenting with new percussion instruments, making noise(!) and
creating layers of samba rhythms as a class. Finally, today we have
celebrated the end of our computing project with an Elmlea Oscars
ceremony to showcase the award-winning mixed media tv adverts
about South America. Well done to the award winners and all of year 6
for a great term. Have a great Easter Holiday!
Year 6 Team

