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Dear parents and carers,
Our INSET day on Monday for Elmlea school staff training proved to be an incredibly productive day. Our
support staff team undertook training specific to their roles, whilst our teaching teams considered planning and
provision for each year group. The whole staff team also spent time reflecting on and considering our working
practices linking to workload and the positive impact on pupils, which was also invaluable. The opportunities to
come together as a whole staff team of over 70 colleagues is rare; INSET days provide this and is very much
appreciated by all our staff but essential to ensure our school provision for your children remains consistently
outstanding.
Year 1 visit SS Great Britain
Our year 1 children had their first big school trip yesterday to SS Gt Britain—hooray. For many the first biggest
excitement was going on a coach as many had not travelled on one before and then the visit itself which was
such a fabulous learning experience. Our yr1 children enjoyed every minute and behaved beautifully for the
whole trip. They can’t wait for the next one. Thank you to the staff team for organising it and also for our parent
helpers on the day who very ably supported their groups. We are so delighted big school trips are back on the
agenda as the children learn so much from them and enrich our curriculum.
Yr3 Peter Pan performance
This afternoon Yrs2,4,5 and 6 were the perfect audience for the dress rehearsal of Peter Pan. Our yr3 children
can’t wait to perform the show to their families too and we look forward to welcoming you next week for our
performances, please ensure you come on the day you have booked.
Covid staff absence
The past few weeks have seen for us the highest rate of Covid infections amongst our staff team since March
2020. We have been able to cover classes and keep all year groups open but it has been a real challenge. Your
children have been brilliant at coping with changes in teachers and support staff and you should feel proud of
their great resilience. We are aware this can be disruptive for them but the absences are unavoidable and thank
you for your understanding on this matter.
Lorraine Wright, Executive Headteacher

2021/22 Academic year
Term 4: Mon 28th Feb to Fri 8th April
Yr3 Performances 28th March 1:45pm & 29th March 9:30am
Yr4 Performances 4th April 1:45pm & 5th April 9:30am
INSET DAY Mon 21st March
Term 5: Mon 25th April to Fri 27th May
Y1 1 Aquarium Trip Tues 3rd May
Yr 4 Caerleon Trips Tues 3rd, Weds 4th & Thurs 5th May
Class photos: Fri 6th May
PTA Whole School Picnic after school Thurs 26th May
Term 6: Mon 6th June to Thurs 21st July
INSET DAY Fri 24th June

2022/23 Academic year
Term 1: Thurs 1st Sept ‘22 to Fri21st Oct ’22
INSET DAYS Thurs 1st & Fri 2nd Sept
(first day back Mon 5th Sept)
Term 2: Mon 31st Oct ‘22 to Fri 16th Dec ‘22
Term 3: Tues 3rd Jan ‘23 to Fri 10 Feb ‘23
INSET DAY Tues 3rd Jan
Term 4: Mon 20th Feb ‘23 to Fri 31st March ‘23
INSET DAY Mon 20th March
Term 5: Mon 17th April ‘23 to Fri 26th May ‘23
Term 6: Mon 5th June ‘23 to Fri 21st July ‘23
INSET DAY Fri 23rd June

Thank you for all your generosity!
You have raised a whopping

!! £1,900!!!
Every £1 provides 3 hot meals. Your generosity really will help to
transform the lives of the most vulnerable children on Kiberia.
Here is the thank you letter for everyone at Elmlea Infant and Junior
Schools!
No Tech Day across the Trust - Friday 29th April
After the success of last year, ‘No Tech Day’ is returning to Elmlea! Although
'World Earth Day' falls on April 22nd in the school holidays, we will be having our
own day across the trust on Friday 29th April.
Teachers will not be able to use their computers, photocopy or use the lights.
This is a great discussion point for the children and a lovely opportunity for the
teachers to think creatively with their planning. The teachers are planning to still
follow their normal timetable but find ways to teach English and maths without
technology as well as looking to incorporate lots of outdoor learning opportunities, practical science experiments or creative art lessons. This also filters into Elmlea striving to be more ecological by wasting less paper, resources and energy. You could even reinforce this at home by trying to not use technology that day around the children. Spend some more time outside or do some fun board games with the children!
We would love to hear what you have been doing on 'World Earth Day' and during our 'No Tech Day'
Fine Art & Craft Club at Elmlea Junior School in Term 5
Fine Art Club on Tuesdays starting Tuesday 26th April in The Lodge.
Craft Club on Wednesdays starting Wednesday 27th April in Class 3B.
Both run from 3:15-4:15pm and cost £40 (5 weeks)
Email rasa.ashworth@live.co.uk Or view more information.

Thank you for your
Comic Relief donations
Donations currently stand at £1,423!
Can we reach
£1,500?
Click to donate!

Elmlea Schools’ Trust Trustee Recruitment
We have three vacancies for Trustees to
join the team. These are voluntary roles
that require attendance at an early evening meeting each Term as well as additional committee / project meetings.
We are fortunate to have a wide range of professional skills
within our local community and we wish to draw upon this by
recruiting people with experience of:
* ICT
* Education
* Finance
* HR
Whilst we currently have needs in
these areas, we absolutely welcome applications from across
the entire community regardless of experience and it is particularly important to us that our team of Trustees represents the
diversity of our local community. So, if you have enthusiasm,
commitment, are naturally inquisitive, seek high standards and
are prepared to get involved then this is for you.
More information can be found here.

Jumble Sale for Red Cross Ukraine Appeal
Come along to St Marys Church Hall, Stoke
Bishop between 10-11:30am on Sat 9th April
50p entry per adult, cash only. More info can
be found here.

PTA Spring goodies fundraiser!
Spring has arrived – hooray!! To celebrate the PTA has prepared two goodies for you and your loved ones to celebrate.
Easter Egg Hunt (£3) Your child will receive an easter egg hunt walking
map which can be done in your own time in the local Stoke Bishop area.
You will also receive a goodie bag with edible Easter treats which you can
give to your child either on completion of the hunt or perhaps as motivation along the way!
Spring craft (£3) We’ve collected a wonderful little mix of crafts that are suitable for all ages across infants and
juniors to keep your children busy over the holidays. Easy and fun - they will keep boys and girls entertained!
Bundle of both items available for £5.
Additionally, the Elmlea community is very keen to have a voice in supporting displaced refugees – specifically
children – from the various crises around the world today. This year we will also be collecting:
Invisible Easter Eggs Every £2 donation here will go straight to the BT UNICEF Children’s Emergency fund. You
won’t receive an easter egg, but children around the world - including specifically in Ukraine and Afghanistan –
will benefit from your generosity with emergency parcels of blankets, hygiene products, food and fresh water. BT
will match all donations here doubling your impact.
Purchase all Items at: https://www.pta-events.co.uk/eisa
If you are interested in the above goodies, but the budget just isn’t stretching that far
this spring, then please reach out to elmlea.school.pta@gmail.com as we can offer concessions. We also plan to sell for cash on the 7th and 8th by the school gates.
Collection of all items will be from Elmlea School on 7th and 8th April or by agreement.
Elmlea Schools Trust Teacher-led After School Clubs
Below is the schedule for Elmlea teacher-run after school Sports and Music Clubs during Term 4.
After school Sports Clubs:
Mondays - Year 3 Netball Club with Miss Wilson in the Playground
Mondays - Year 5 Basketball Club with Mrs Paterson in the Quad
Wednesdays - Year 4 Hockey Club with Mrs Paterson in the Playground
Thursdays - Years 3-6 Boxercise Club with Mrs Paterson in the Studio
After school Music Clubs:
Tuesdays - Years 3-6 Choir Club with Mrs Sadler in the Hall
Thursdays -Years 1-2 Choir Club with Mrs Sadler in the Infant School Hall
Please always ensure you let the School Office know if your child is unable to attend as if they do not show up, we
are required to initiate our Missing Child Procedure, which could ultimately result in a call to the Police if we are
unable to contact you. All teacher-led clubs finish at 4:15pm Please be advised that if your child has been allocated a space, they are expected to attend every week unless they are unwell.
Competitive Swimming Information Collection
Thank you for the huge response about your child's interest in competitive swimming, I have received over 120
entries! Swimming gala opportunities are only just starting again and so please bear with me while I go through
the information from everyone to make informed choices about children
taking part in, at the moment, very few options. I will contact you via
email if your child has been selected to represent Elmlea in swimming.
Please do not email any swimming times for your child. Thank you for your
understanding and patience.
Ms Paterson Head of PE and School Sport, Elmlea Junior School
Shine term 5 and Easter Holiday Clubs
Easter Holiday Clubs, running from Monday 11th - Friday 22nd April available to book here .
Information on Term 5 clubs can be found here:
Junior Clubs
Infant Clubs
Term 5 Clubs are now live for re-booking and will be open for everyone for general booking next
Thursday 31st March at 10am

The top doodling class in the Infant School this week is… Oak class!!
A few reminders from Reception this week:




Please check out Tapestry for a home challenge due on Wednesday!
If the weather continues to be sunny then please ensure your child comes to school with suncream already
applied to them and with a sun hat to wear.
 We do PE every Friday afternoon so if your child is wearing a summer dress, please make sure they have a
spare top in their PE bag for Fridays.
 Please can we ask that you continue to share the daily lunch choices with your child or remind them on the
day of what they will be having as we are finding lots of children not happy with their lunch choices lately.
Next week is the final week to complete the March reading challenge all children who complete 20 reads in March will get a reward for their
fantastic effort!
Thank you for your continued support! The Reception Team

Year 1 had their first school trip yesterday! We are so
incredibly proud of them all. They represented Elmlea
so well. We hope your child has been able to tell you
some of the amazing facts about the SS Great Britain that we learnt! We
toured the ship and got to see where the passengers lived and ate. We
also learnt about boarding the ship and the passengers themselves! We
hope Year 1 have a well-deserved rest this weekend!
Following the success of 1C’s assembly last week, 1F and 1SC are excited
to share their class assemblies with you later this term as well at 2:45pm
on the following dates. Please come along to the Infant office 10 mins before hand using the Infant gate.
1F Class Assembly - Thurs 31st March at 2:45pm & 1SC Class Assembly - Thurs 7th April at 2:45pm
Year 1 Team
We have loved watching spring come to life
this week! To begin with, we started by
taking our maths learning outside. We
started our 3D shapes topics this week and had to hunt for different
shapes around the playground and see if we could name them and
describe them using their key properties. We have also continued to
think about our materials topic in science and started a mini project
that we have made our very own clay aliens for! Over the next two
weeks, we will design and build shelters that need to be waterproof
in order to protect our aliens from 'rainfall'. Please begin collecting
some items for this in preparation for next week when we build our
shelters (see message on Seesaw class pages for more information).
We hope you all have a lovely weekend and enjoy some of the spring sunshine!
Year 2 Team

Year 3
After weeks of feverish practise, this week has been bringing together our play of
Peter Pan with costumes, props and sounds. The children are hugely excited to
show the rest of the school and parents the final show. In Maths have revisited
multiplication, looking specifically at the commutability of multiplication and
considering how arrays can help us to multiply and divide. In English, the children
have been writing how they think that the next chapter of, 'Oliver and the
Seawigs,' will pan out, concentrating particularly on fronted adverbials and the
five senses.
Year 3 Team
Year 4
Year 4 have continued perfecting our performance ready to show it off in a
while. Thank you to all the support from home and if there are questions about
costumes, please ask but focus on keeping it simple. We have begun some non
chronological writing in English and will begin creating a creature of our own. In
maths we have finished our decimal lessons and will be moving on to money
next week. It has also been great to get outside for games this week with the
classes now doing netball and football in the sunshine.
Year 4 Team

Year 5
This week, Year 5 have been busy working on their ‘Spirited Arts’ abstract
paintings. They have also been working hard on creating the different elements for
their South America promotion video. In maths, pupils have been working hard to solve
number puzzles and they have shown tremendous perseverance with these! In English,
the children have created images based on our new text, ‘Journey to the River Sea’ by
Eva Ibbotson and they have been using their understanding of different word classes to
describe their pictures.
Year 5 Team

Year 6
Over the last two weeks, a large number of year 6 pupils have had the opportunity to guide prospective year 3
parents around the school during our open mornings. We have been incredibly impressed with the children's
enthusiasm for this task and the confidence they showed. Well done, year 6!
This week, we have been continuing our geography learning about South
America and have explored the topic of trade. We have discussed the
distribution of wealth in trade and debated what we feel is fair. In computing,
we have been using green screens as part of our mixed media tv adverts for
South America. Whilst in art, we have created the backgrounds for our selfportraits and completed the digital editing of these self-portraits which look
amazing.
Year 6 Team

