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Dear parents and carers,

What an unusual end to Term 3. As a headteacher I have had to close a school due to flooding, snow, boiler
breakdown and a pandemic, but high winds is a first. As always a decision to close the school buildings is
taken very seriously and as there was a predicted threat to life it was obviously the right decision. I hope
that you and your families have remained safe during the storm and once this has passed will be able to
start your half-term plans.
At the end of a term we always reflect on the journey over the last 7 weeks and for us all I’m sure we feel
thankful that Covid did not cause classes or year groups to close. A big thank you to our fabulous staff team
who have covered absences to ensure we kept our school running and a big thank you to you too, for
following the Covid guidance and testing your children to reduce infection rates. As always at Elmlea, our
success is due to our whole school community coming together and supporting each other to ensure the
very best outcomes for the children of Elmlea.
I do hope that for many of you who are seeing relatives for the first time in months or even years or taking
a holiday for the first time in ages, that this holiday boosts your wellbeing and your families too.
Enjoy the change of pace and routine and we look forward to welcoming your children back in to school on
Monday 28th February.
Lorraine Wright, Executive Headteacher

2021/22 Academic year
Term 4: Mon 28th Feb to Fri 8th April
Yr 2 SATS Evening: Weds 2nd March 6pm
Book Fair at school: Mon 28th Feb - Thurs 3rd March
World Book Dress Up Day: Thurs 3rd March
Yr 3 & 4 Trips to Wessex Water Ashford Water Treatment Works
4W & 3D - Tues 1st March
4H & 4CW - Weds 2nd March
3B & 3M - Mon 7th March
Yr 1 trip to SS Great Britain - Thurs 24th March
Yr3 Performances 28th March 1:45pm & 29th March
9:30am
Yr4 Performances 4th April 1:45pm & 5th April 9:30am
INSET DAY Mon 21st March
Term 5: Mon 25th April to Fri 27th May
Class photos: Fri 6th May
Term 6: Mon 6th June to Thurs 21st July
INSET DAY Fri 24th June

2022/23 Academic year
Term 1: Thurs 1st Sept ‘22 to Fri21st Oct ’22
INSET DAYS Thurs 1st & Fri 2nd Sept
(first day back Mon 5th Sept)
Term 2: Mon 31st Oct ‘22 to Fri 16th Dec ‘22
Term 3: Tues 3rd Jan ‘23 to Fri 10 Feb ‘23
INSET DAY Tues 3rd Jan
Term 4: Mon 20th Feb ‘23 to Fri 31st March ‘23
INSET DAY Mon 20th March
Term 5: Mon 17th April ‘23 to Fri 26th May ‘23
Term 6: Mon 5th June ‘23 to Fri 21st July ‘23
INSET DAY Fri 23rd June

Elmlea Book Week 2022
Elmlea will be holding our annual Book Week again this year and our theme is 'Love of Reading'. We will be welcoming a whole host of guest speakers and authors to enrich the children's week,
along with workshops, special assemblies, competitions and of course the Book
Fair. On Thursday 3rd, to mark World Book Day, the children can come in dressed
up as a book character of choice (homemade costumes are encouraged!). There will
be an award for best dressed in their class at the Junior school.
Also at the Junior school, on Friday 4th March, there will be a 'BIG book swap' held in
4H at 3.15pm straight after school. The children can bring a book and in return exchange it for a different book that has been donated by another pupil at Elmlea. This
is a chance to get a new book whilst helping the environment in a small way.
The Elmlea English Team

School Book Fair!
We are very excited to announce that we will be hosting a book fair at both
the Infant and Junior sites during World Book week at the beginning of next
term (week commencing 28th Feb)! This will be a pop-up book shop that will
run everyday in the Infant Library and the Junior hall at the following times:
Infants - After school on Mon 28th Feb from 3.30-4pm and from 8:30-9:00am and 3.30-4pm on Tues 1st, Weds
2nd and Thurs 4th March. Time slots: Open to all year groups and we will limit the number of people inside the
building.
Juniors - After school from 3.30-4pm from Mon 28th Feb to Thurs 4th March. Time slots: Mon + Tues for Year 3 &
4 children and parents* Weds + Thurs for Year 5 & 6 children and parents* (*plus additional siblings if needs be)
Browse and order books online in advance ready for collection at the fair by clicking here. You will also be able to
pay online on the day OR via the QR code which we will display all around the place, upon which you will receive a
receipt which you can show in order to recieve your book order.
Each class will also have a chance to browse the shelves during the week in school time.
The book fair is a great way for us to earn free books and resources, so the more the book orders we receive, the
more free books our school will get!
We look forward to inviting you in to find some new and wonderful books to enjoy with your family!
Year 2 Hockey Tournament
Last Friday, seven of our amazing year two children took part in a hockey tournament against other local schools. We were so impressed with how well the children performed, they bonded as a team and remembered all of the tactics and
skills that were taught prior to the event in their PE lessons. The children definitely stood out with their attitude towards playing against other schools and showed
excellent sportsmanship skills. Congratulations to all that attended!

Thank you Elmlea families and children.
We raised a fantastic £1,793 which is equivalent to 5,380 lunches
for the very needy and hungry children of Kiberia in Kenya.

New Spring Summer 2022 Lunch menu for next term
The new Spring Summer 2022 Aspens menu will be served from next term.
Booking is now open to parents and carers. To book your options click here.

Elmlea Schools Trust Teacher-led After School Clubs in Term 4
Below is the schedule for Elmlea teacher-run after school Sports and Music
Clubs during Term 4, which start the first week back after half term, with the
exception of Junior choir club on Tues and Year 4 Hockey Club on Weds which will
both start in week 2. Places have now been confirmed with parents/carers.

After school Sports Clubs:
Mondays - Year 3 Netball Club with Miss Wilson in the Playground
Mondays - Year 5 Basketball Club with Mrs Paterson in the Quad
Wednesdays - Year 4 Hockey Club with Mrs Paterson in the Playground (starts week 2)
Thursdays - Years 3-6 Boxercise Club with Mrs Paterson in the Studio
After school Music Clubs:
Tuesdays - Years 3-6 Choir Club with Mrs Sadler in the Hall (starts week 2)
Thursdays -Years 1-2 Choir Club with Mrs Sadler in the Infant School Hall
Letters have been sent to parents, please read these carefully as they include information about procedures.
Please always ensure you let the School Office know if your child is unable to attend as if they do not show up,
we are required to initiate our Missing Child Procedure, which could ultimately result in a call to the Police if we
are unable to contact you. All teacher-led clubs finish at 4:15pm Please be advised that if your child has been
allocated a space, they are expected to attend every week unless they are unwell.
***PLEASE NOTE there will be NO Choir Club on Tues 1st March OR Year 4 Hockey Club Weds on 2nd March
(first week back after half term) due to the School Book Fair taking place in the Hall & Year 4 school trip***
Thanks, The School Office
Shine Clubs
General booking for Shine Clubs at Elmlea Infant and Junior School
next term are now open. Links can be found here to the full Junior and
Infants timetables.
Elmlea Infants School | Shine (myshine.co.uk)
Elmlea Junior School | Shine (myshine.co.uk)

Bristol Humanists visit to the Junior School
On Thursday, Matt Evans from Bristol Humanists spoke to the children
in the Junior school assemblies. Matt shared pictures of some famous
Humanists and talked about the importance of small acts of kindness.

The top doodling class in the Infant School this week is... Willow Class!!

Well done to Reception for a great Term 3 - we hope you all have a good rest over the holiday and look forward
to seeing you getting 'caught reading'!

Many thanks, The Reception Team

Year 1 have had a fantastic final week on Term 3. We finished
our topic on dinosaurs by making our own split pin dinosaur!
We have also been practicing our multiplication and division.
We pretended to by pterodactyls and imagined what amazing
things we would see! Have a wonderful and restful half term!
Year 1 Team
We have been busy right up until the last day of term in Year 2. We have loved performing our class assemblies to
other year groups this week as well as share them online with parents and
families. We have finished off our multiplication and division topic by
looking to find different fractions of number. We have also loved learning
about shading in art and how effective it can be when used in observational drawings. We
later used our skills when sketching spring flowers in our sketchbooks. Have a wonderful
break everyone, we can't wait to continue our amazing learning in Term 4 with our Great
Fire of London topic.
Year 2 Team
SATS Information Evening Weds 2nd March we are inviting year 2 parents to come along to
the Infant Hall at 6pm for a presentation that will inform you all about our method of
assessments and upcoming SATS papers. The presentation will last approximately 30 minutes. We kindly ask that
only one adult per child attends the meeting and encourage everyone to wear a face mask for the duration of the
meeting if at all possible. This information evening has been a huge success in previous years and hope to see
many of you attend early next term.
Year 3 Information mornings Thurs 10th & Thurs 17th March at 9:15am Please complete this survey to let us
know if your child will be accepting their place to join Elmlea Junior School in September 2022 and also which
information morning you would like to attend.

Year 3
In the final week of term, the children have completed their fantastic art projects using materials to make
waterscapes. In English, we completed our work on, 'The Minpins,' by producing a newspaper report detailing
Little Billy's successful destruction of the Gruncher. Maths has been
focussed on measurement - comparing different units, perimeter
and measuring skills. We rounded off our science topic on the
human body by exploring the effects of exercise - considering what
the body's physical reactions are to exercise and why such a
response is produced.
Year 3 Team
Year 4
Year 4 have been working hard in the final week of term. We have completed
our art project linked to our Splash topic which have all been shared on
Seesaw for grownups to enjoy. The children have also been busy publishing
their newspaper reports around the sinking of the Titanic. They have done
well to understand the features of a newspaper and took on the interviewing
process well. In maths, we have got hands on as we looked at measure by
using weighing scales and measuring cylinders to explore mass and capacity.
In the first week back of next term, we will be very busy with our book week and class trips. Please make sure
pupils arrive promptly on trip days with all the equipment needed.
Year 4 Team
Year 5
In English this week, Year 5 have enjoyed exploring the theme of suspense through animation and drama. In
maths, we have been exploring equivalent fractions, decimals and percentages and using our understanding to solve problems. We are enjoying planning our PSHE projects and it has been lovely to see all the
wonderful ideas pupils have had for how they can make a small difference to our local community. As part of our topic work, we learnt
about how the Galapagos Islands were formed by volcanoes. We then
began to design our own islands, thinking about where in the world
they would be and what the topography would be.
Year 5 Team
Year 6
This week, Year 6 have been cartographers. Using all of our map
knowledge, we have created a topographic map of our own island. We
have described its location and are looking forward to adding some
human features to them next term. In art, we have been applying all of
our recent learning about line, colour and tone to create an abstract
piece of work in response to a religious piece of music. In maths, we
have consolidated our understanding of co-ordinates in all 4 quadrants
and can locate shapes after translations or reflections. In English, we
have written our own exciting endings to Phillip Pullman's Aladdin that
include tension and of course - a Jinnee! Well done year 6 - 'Hard
Work' term is over...bring on 'Super Hard Work' term!

Year 6 Team
** Reminder: deposit for Year 6 camp is now overdue. Please go to Scopay and make a payment
as soon as possible. If you are in contact with school regarding support for payment
we will be in touch with you shortly regarding this. **

