
Dear parents and carers, 

Our school is looking so jolly and bright today with everyone in their Winter/Christmas jumpers for our 
fundraising day. It has definitely made everyone feel very festive. A big thank you to everyone who has 
already contributed to our fundraising for the Infant and Junior playground projects, it has been much 
appreciated. Funds will be split across both schools and donations can be made here 

Christmas performances 

Traditionally at Elmlea we have many Christmas performances across the year groups, which we spend 
a significant amount of time rehearsing for. You will have received this week a link to a film of your 
child’s class performing poems or songs and Reception have even continued their nativity tradition. Our 
performances this year are slightly more rustic due to current school constraints, however we hope you 
will appreciate we still wanted your children to have a chance to perform. The children have really 
enjoyed and appreciated this opportunity, embracing it with their usual high levels of  enthusiasm. 
Thank you to all our staff who made this possible and were so determined that we would still have a 
Christmas performance of sorts.  

Christmas Lunches and Winter/Christmas jumpers 

Christmas lunches next week are on Tuesday 16th for the Infant School and Yrs 3 and 4 and on 
Wednesday 16th for Yrs 5 and 6. Junior parents please book Christmas dinner for your child only on 
their year group day.  

Winter jumpers with usual school uniform underneath can be worn for your child’s Christmas dinner 
day, apologies for any confusion today on that matter. 

Road safety 

Please keep your child with you when dropping off and supervise them if waiting for drop off. 

We will shortly be advertising for 2 school crossing patrol wardens  for both entrances which is being 
funded by Bristol Highways Department up to the end of this academic year.  

However, please remember 

1.Keep your child next to you and remind them about road safety at drop off especially 
2.To not illegally park outside the gate as this places other children at risk while crossing the road plus 
reduces standing space 
3. To remember if you have to drive to school to drive and walk from a neighbouring street. 
4. To not bring siblings to school if possible, as a large number of buggies for non-school siblings affects 
available standing space  
4. To not congregate directly outside the school gate. 
 
Last day of school 

Please note we will be open next Friday 18th December as this is our last day of term. Our INSET days 
are already planned throughout the year and so we will remain open next Friday. 

Finally, we wish a Happy Chanukah to the members of our Elmlea community who will 
be celebrating this weekend and next week. 
 

Lorraine Wright, Executive Headteacher 

Elmlea Schools’ Trust 
Newsletter Issue 14 

Friday 11th December 

IMPORTANT NOTICE It has come to our attention that some children’s lunches appear to 

have been cancelled on the booking system. We are talking to Aspens about the matter, but 

in the meantime we would ask you to please log in and check that your child’s order is 

correct. Many thanks. 

Staff Vacancy  

We currently have 
a vacancy for a 
Learning Support 
Assistant, please 
find details here 

Key Dates  

 Tuesday 15th  
December 

 
Infant Christmas 

Dinner 

 Year 3 & 4  
Christmas Dinner  

 
 Wednesday 16th  

December 
 

Year 5 & 6  
Christmas Dinner  

 
*** 

Christmas Jumpers 
may be worn with 

regular uniform 
underneath! 

*** 

Term 3 
 

INSET DATES 
Monday 4th 

January 
and 

Friday 29th 
January 

(New date) 
 

Tuesday 
5th January  

to 
Friday 12th 

February 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/eisa/
http://www.elmleajunior.com/
https://www.eteach.com/job/learning-support-assistant-1124648


 

As you are aware, this year we cannot hold a Christmas fair in the normal way in order to 
raise much needed funds for the school. Therefore, we are asking parents to contribute to a 

number of Christmas events/items that we are running in the lead up to Christmas. All items are 
available for infants and juniors and can be purchased on our website. Funds will be split across both schools. 

        A reminder that the closing date for the raffle, winter jumper day and ordering reindeer food/sweet cones is midnight 
TONIGHT, Friday 11th December! 

**Christmas Raffle**  

Thank you for your generous donations to the class hampers, they 
look amazing! We would also like to thank local companies 
Alexander May, The Hideaway, Dawkins Ale and Elizabeth Shaw for 
the beautiful hampers which they have donated. We expect to 
have over 30 hampers to raffle on Sunday.  The final date for 
purchasing raffle tickets is midnight tonight Friday 11th December. 
Raffle tickets are £2 each or 5 for £10. The draw will take place on 
Sunday 13th December and winners will be contacted accordingly. 
You can buy your tickets here, Good luck!   

**Winter Jumper Day**  

Children wore their Christmas jumpers today. Suggested donation 
£1 per child, though every penny helps! Please donate here 

 

** 'Elfie' Competition **  

As it the most 'wonderful time of the year', 

Elmlea Junior staff have been getting festive. To enter the 'Guess the Christmas Elfie' competition, 

take a look at these photos and post your answers on Seesaw. Suggested donation of at least £1 to 

enter which can also be donated using the above Winter Jumper collection area on our 

website.   Answers will be announced next week in class. Good luck - yule need it! 

 

**Christmas Eve Box Treats**  

The last date for ordering reindeer food, hot chocolate and Santa sweet cones is Friday 11th December. All orders will be 
available to collect between 2.45 -3.30pm on Tuesday 15th and Wednesday 16th from the driveway of either 32 Elmlea 
Avenue (near infants entrance) or 33 The Dell (close to the junior entrance).  You can get your treats here, 

**Quiz**  

For anyone who missed the quiz last weekend, we have made a recording available for you to purchase and download at your 
convenience. The recording is £3 and will be available to purchase on the website throughout the holidays if you would like to 
challenge friends and family to a game of adults vs kids 

Remember all of these events and items are available for both infants and juniors and can be purchased on our website. They 
are instead of the Christmas fair where you would normally have purchased a number of games and food during the 
afternoon!  

** Christmas Trees **  

A big thank you to Mel Hacker for organising our Christmas tree sale this year and also to all the Hacker and Klinkenberg 
family for giving of their time to stand in the cold school car park so everyone could collect their lovely trees. 

 

EISA  

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/eisa/
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/eisa/?event=login&notLoggedIn=true&#.X9OGRdj7SUk
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/eisa/?event=login&notLoggedIn=true&#.X9OGRdj7SUk
http://www.elmleaj.bristol.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/elfies.pdf
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/eisa/
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/eisa/
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/eisa/?event=login&notLoggedIn=true&#.X9OG39j7SUl
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/eisa/


Headlice - there have been reports of headlice in Year 4, please will all parents check their children's hair and treat 
accordingly. 

Wesport Virtual Winter Games 

Winter Virtual School Games  

The last event of the winter school games came in the step up challenge, this is where the children 
stepped on to a step and back down again as many times as they could in 1 minute. A challenge testing the children's cardio-
vascular fitness and coordination and they all did brilliantly well. The scores from each class of the school showed the children 
had clearly tried extremely hard to reach their personal bests; well done everyone. A special congratulations goes to Tess & 
Alex in 5B who demonstrated respect towards their class mates and teachers when completing the challenge in trusting in 
their results and timing, a fantastic quality to poses, well done.  

Finally congratulations to the following children who achieved the top score for their year; 

 

 

 

Hannah Paterson, Head of PE and School Sport 

Year 3 
Herbie 3G 

Lola & Olivia 3G 

Year 4  
Tate 4W 
Emma 4B 

Year 5 
Rafa 5k & Fin 5B 

Lauren & Bella 5K 

Year 6 
Peter 6S 

Sophia 6L 

 

Barnardos are currently offering some face to face therapy for children who are struggling  with the 
impact of Covid. Please click this link for further information. 

HOLIDAY CLUB - Tech Camp is here for the Christmas holidays with festive 

themed activities including Electronic Christmas Cards, 3D Baubles and Festive Movie 

Editing! We are running on 21st -23rd December at Elmlea Junior School, from 9 

am to 4 pm each day. 

Our technology camps are your child’s ticket to another world, with lots of exciting 

activities for curious coders, inventors and artists. Kids can learn how to 

program artificial intelligence robots, modify madness with Minecraft and even create 

their own digital app! The camps are designed to help children acquire in-demand skills 

from a young age, which will be needed for their future jobs market.   

For more information, please see flyer. Spaces are limited due to social distancing and 

work on a first come first serve basis. To check availability or to enrol simply visit our website by clicking this link:  

Covid-19 safety – please watch our video to see how we made our camps safe and secure this Summer, the same protocols 

will remain in place for our Christmas Camps.  

**Reminder** Infant Christmas Dinner 
Tuesday 15th December  

Christmas Jumpers may be worn with regular uniform underneath 

**Reminder** 
Year 3 & 4 Winter 
Jumper Christmas 

Dinner Day 

Tuesday 15th December  
Christmas Jumpers may be worn with regular uniform underneath 

**Reminder** 
Year 5 & 6 Winter 
Jumper Christmas 

Dinner Day 

Wednesday  16th December  
Christmas Jumpers may be worn with regular uniform underneath 

Christmas Dinners 

https://www.barnardos.org.uk/see-hear-respond
http://www.elmleaj.bristol.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Tech-Camp-flyer.pdf
https://nextthing.shortcm.li/FnVe8i
https://nextthing.shortcm.li/mF6Djy


This week we would like to introduce you to the members of the Local Governing Bodies. 

The Local Governing Bodies meet together as a joint committee on a termly basis and are responsible for specific 
areas that have been delegated by the Board of Trustees including: 

Maintaining and improving Standards and Achievement.  

Providing support and challenge in regard to the Schools Improvement Plan.  

Providing support in relation to safeguarding.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

   

Martin Smith - Trustee 

Term of Office 1 September 2019 to 11 October 2022 

Chair of Audit and Risk Committee 

Martin is a chartered accountant who moved from London in 2017 where he 

was Treasurer for a leasing company.  He now manages his own investment 

fund. Martin’s son attends the school.  Hobbies include racquet sports, scuba diving and cycling. 

Simon Coulson - Elmlea Infant School Governor  

Term of Office 19 May 2020 to 19 May 2024 

Simon co-founded and manages a global renewable energy business 

with operations in the UK, Ireland, USA, Canada, Spain, Portugal and 

Italy. He holds a Masters Degree in Computer Science from Imperial 

College, London and is an avid rock climbing enthusiast, amateur DIY 

practitioner and proud parent to two precocious boys. 

Kevin Williamson - Sport and PE Governor 

Term of Office 19 May 2020 to 18 May 2024 

Kevin became a governor of Elmlea Junior School in June 2020. He has two daughters who are both 

currently in year 6. He is Chartered Surveyor and member of the RICS and currently works as 

Investment Director at a privately owned development and operational business that is involved in 

purpose built student accommodation. He is also involved in the local community and sits on the 

Executive Board of Rockleaze Rangers, a local junior football club, as well as 

managing and coaching a year group which is currently U13s. Through his 

work in the property and student sectors he has forged partnerships with 

Higher Education establishments throughout the UK and his wife works as a 

primary year teacher (Year 5) at a different school in Bristol. 



 

 

This week in Reception we have been busy practising for our nativity, learnt the sounds for 
the letters j v w and begun to discuss the language of weight. You can support this learning 
at home by discussing how heavy or light items are in comparison, this can be particularly 
fun when trying to guess Christmas presents. 

A little reminder to make sure your child’s bottle is full of water only each day, they have access to these whenever needed 
throughout the day. 

Your child’s PE kit will be sent home with them this week to be washed and returned on the first week of term.  

Next week we will be having a class Christmas party amongst other festive fun which we are sure you will hear all about. 

Many thanks, The Reception Team 

 
 
 

Year 2 have been excitedly getting ready for Christmas and have been practising 
their class Xmas songs and poems. These should now be on Seesaw for all the 
Year 2 patents to watch - enjoy! 

More Christmas news has come in the form of all the Year 2 children designing and 
making wonderful Christmas cards for all the crew of the 
Royal Navy boat the HMS Prince of Wales. The 
children all wish them a Merry Christmas!  
 

 
 

Year 2 Team 

 

This week in Year One we have been thinking all about story settings. Perhaps you could chat at home about the settings of 

your all time favourite stories. The Year One teachers have been telling each other about their favourite settings; I wonder if 

you can guess who liked which one the best? Who do you think likes stories that take place in space? Or in a deep dark wood? 

Or a magical kingdom? Or on a desert island? 

In maths we have been practising what we learnt last term about place value. Ask your children to 

tell you why 18 and 81 are different! 

Year 1 Team 



Year 4 

Year 4 have thoroughly enjoyed starting their DT sewing project this week and have done a fantastic job at 
practising all the various types of stitching. They have been incredibly helpful and supportive of their peers 
throughout these sessions and we have been impressed by their perseverance. In English, we have been 
continuing with our Macbeth poetry and the children have been incredibly creative and imaginative with 
their spooky potion ingredients ready to begin writing their poem. Next week, we will finish these so get 
ready to hear some magical potion spells. In maths, we will be moving on from converting units of 
measure to looking at statistics. 

We have had a very productive week, well done Year 4! 

Eye Checks 

Normally at this time of year we deliver letters for all children in Year 4, to remind of the importance of 
checking eyesight. However, due to the current situation, we thought it best to send these electronically. 
You should have received an email and the letter can be found here as well. 

Year 4 Team 

Year 3  

What a busy week in Year 3! In maths, we have been enjoying doing lots of practical measuring. We have 
practised our estimating and measuring in relation to length, capacity and mass. Our estimation skills are 
becoming more accurate! In English, we have been discovering how to write a brilliant set of instructions. 

We started the week by instructing our teachers on how to make a sandwich 'fit for 
Father Christmas' and now we are having fun writing our own instructions about how to 
be 'Reindeer Ready'. Our sewing project is going well and we are feeling proud of the progress we have made 
with our bookmarks...next stop Christmas decorations! We have been practising our lines for our Christmas 
performance and were very excited to have our first singing assembly of the year. It was lovely to be in the hall 
and sing our Christmas songs. 

Year 6 

Year 6 have been busy publishing their non-chronological reports all about daily life during WW2. To 
quote some of them: 'it has taken ages but it was worth it and I'm really proud". We are also finishing 
our hand-sewn ration book holders ready to wear on Thursday for our VE day celebrations. In maths, 
we have fully immersed ourselves in fractions, decimals and percentages and in science we created an 
on-line quiz, showing off our knowledge about looking after the human body, ready to test our families 
at home! 

PG Films Year 6 are planning to use PG films/ tv programmes in lessons and for 
class treats this year. If you do not want your child to watch PG films in school then 
please let your child's class teacher know ASAP and by Tuesday 15th December, otherwise we will assume 
that you do give your permission. Please be aware that if you do withdraw your permission then this will 
have a knock-on effect for the whole class/ year group 

Year 6 Team 

Year 5  

This week, Year 5 have been working really hard to combine their Science and English learning 
in order to produce fantastic scientific explanations about the dissolving process. They have 
worked hard to explain how jelly is formed and ensured that they included lots of causal 
conjunctions and precise, technical vocabulary. 

 

Also, in Maths this week, pupils have been studying the properties of 2D and 3D 
shapes and enjoyed using Polydron to test out whether certain nets would work. They 
were brilliant at suggesting what improvements might need to be made, based on the 
shape's properties, for the net to work. 

Year 5 Team 

http://www.elmleaj.bristol.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Year-4-Vision-V1-letter-2020.pdf

