
Dear parents and carers, 
Our theme of remembrance culminated on Armistice day with an assembly led by Yr6 for the whole school. Our 
fantastic Yr6 classes used performance poetry to enable the whole school to hear again many of the famous 
poems from the war poets. Niamh and Ruby sang  Pie Jesu and  Josh S played the Last Post before we were all 
silent to remember the sacrifice made by others. It was a really moving assembly, thank you Yr6. 
 
Children in Need 
Our school is awash with bright, cheerfully clothed children today raising money for Children in Need. We have talked to the 
children about Children in Need and the vital work they do. They understand that they are raising money to help other 
children who really need support. We hope it has given them the opportunity to reflect on how other children’s lives may be 
different from their own.   
Thank you to all the staff in the Infant School who have posted their bedtime stories, we hope your children enjoy them and 
hopefully next year we can once again enjoy our bedtime story event back in school.  
The virtual Bake Off in the Junior School has been a real success and lots of very creative and delicious looking cakes have been 
posted on seesaw for everyone to see. 
Thank you to you for your generous donations to Children in Need. As of Thursday evening, the amount raised was already a 
staggering £1400! The children (and staff) are looking very colourful today and we will let you know the final 
total in next week's newsletter.  This money will make a big difference to many children and families who 
have had a very challenging year.  

Donations can still be made via the link: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/elmleaschoolstrust 

Staffing update 
Mrs. Georgina Evans has been appointed as our Administration Manager to work across the Trust and manage both office 
teams and systems as we aim to become more consistent in our processes across  our site. Mrs. Carolyn Morris will also be 
joining our Trust admin team on Monday and will be working in the Infant School office alongside Mrs. Pepper to ensure a 
comprehensive handover. 
 
Communication via the newsletter 
Our newsletter is our main form of communication with you and is for both schools. We try not to contact you via email as 
parents report they cannot keep up with lots of emails arriving throughout the week. Consequently there is a lot of 
information in the newsletter but we hope you find it helpful. Our class pages have been added to give you a flavor of what is 
going on in class to inform you and to discuss with your child should you wish to do so. We hope you are finding these pages 
useful too. 
 
Happy Diwali to those members of our Elmlea community who will be celebrating this weekend. 

Lorraine Wright, Executive Headteacher 
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Music  
 
We are delighted to announce that Instrumental Lessons can begin again at Elmlea Junior School. We have followed 
government guidelines carefully and a detailed risk assessment has been put in place to ensure the safety of our children.  
 
In a change to the way music lessons were offered and paid for in the past, all lessons will now be managed by BPM (Bristol 
Plays Music). We currently offer the following: -  
Violin, Cello, Flute, Clarinet, Cornet :  20- or 30-minute individual lessons are available.  Group lessons are also available, but 
these must take place within Class bubbles, i.e., a pupil within the same class.   
 
Please note that we hope to add Boys Choir to the list after Christmas for Years 5 and 6 and this will also be offered by 
a staff member at BPM.   Please look out for a separate email in the coming weeks, which will contain the Paritor Live link that 
you will need in order to register for lessons.  
Please note that all parents should have received a refund for the lessons that were missed from March following the first 
lockdown.   

Mrs. Parkes, KS2 Music Coordinator 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/elmleaschoolstrust
http://www.elmleajunior.com/


Anti-Bullying Week 

Don't forget that Monday 16th November is Odd Socks Day. This is being done to 
mark the start of Anti-Bullying week and to raise awareness of how we can prevent 
bullying across our schools.  The aim of this is to highlight to the children how im-
portant it is to understand differences and uniqueness. Across both schools on this 
day the children will simply be asked to come into school wearing odd socks. Dur-
ing the school day they will also take part in some exciting tasks and be able to 
watch a live assembly discussing uniqueness. This is not being carried out as a 
fundraising opportunity but rather as an opportunity for us to raise awareness of Anti-bullying week. 'Odd Socks' day is being 
run by the Anti-bullying Association. Further information regarding 'Odd Socks' day can be found at https://www.anti-
bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/odd-socks-day/what-odd-socks-day 

Miss Andrews, Class Teacher 

Christmas Card orders - Juniors 
 
Your children have been working very hard on their Christmas designs again this year and today should be bringing home a 
sample of their card.  Their artwork is available to purchase on a range of lovely products including mugs, tea towels and eco 
bags. 
This year we are operating a cashless system and payment can be made from tomorrow using the following link, which EISA 
has kindly let us use https://www.pta-events.co.uk/eisa .   
Prices are as follows: 

Please ensure payment and orders are received no later than Monday 16th November to ensure delivery before Christmas. 
All proceeds go to the school and make a significant contribution each year, so many thanks in advance for your orders! 

Kate Matthews 

Pack of 12 cards - £5 Gift 11 cards - £2.25 Eco Bags - £8.50 Mugs - £6 Tea Towels - £7.50 

Virtual Indoor Athletics  
Last week's challenge saw the children throwing a foam javelin as far as they could from a standing position, putting the skills 
they have learnt in PE lessons into practice! Well done for everyone taking part and a special congratulations to the following 
children for throwing the furthest in their year; 
 

 

 

Wesport Virtual Winter Games 
Last week Elmlea started taking part in another virtual competition where children will take part in a range of activities testing 
their core multi skills. In our first week the children completed the star jump challenge; counting how many star jumps they 
could complete in one minute. The children did not disappoint in their level of enthusiasm and motivation, never has star 
jumps been completed so fast! A huge well done for every single child in the school taking part and congratulations for the 
following children who jumped the most star jumps in their year;  

 

 

 

Mrs Paterson, Head of PE & Sport (KS2) 

Year 3 Year 5 Year 6 

Fraser 3G 
Arya 3S 

Nancy 5L 
Owen 5L 

Oliver 6B 
Dilly 6B 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Ben 3W 
Flora 3W 

Imogen 4H 
Charlie 4H 

Josh 5B 
Sienna 5B 

Josh 6L 
Lexi 6L 

We are saying goodbye next week to Mrs. Helen Pepper who works in our Infant School office. Mrs. Pepper is leaving us to 
embark on a new adventure in Wales. We wish her every happiness for the future. Hwyl fawr a pob lwc! 
Mrs Pepper has worked at the school for a long time and no doubt helped a lot of parents during that time. If you would like to 
contribute to her leaving present, please make a payment on our website  https://www.pta-events.co.uk/eisa/ by midnight on 
Wednesday 18th November.  

To view the Shine term 2 provision, please click this link 

https://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/odd-socks-day/what-odd-socks-day
https://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/odd-socks-day/what-odd-socks-day
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/eisa
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/eisa/
http://www.elmleaj.bristol.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Shine-at-Elmea-Juniors-in-T2.pdf


**Reminder** 
Winter Jumper 

Day 
Friday 11th December—£1 to school fund, further details to follow. 

**Reminder** 
Winter Jumper 

Christmas Dinner 
Day 

Year 3 & 4 Winter Jumper Christmas Dinner Day 

**Reminder** 
Winter Jumper 

Christmas Dinner 
Day 

Year 5 & 6 Winter Jumper Christmas Dinner Day 

**Action Required** 
Data Collection 

Form 
If you haven’t done so already, please return your data collection form. 

Dear Elmlea Infant & Junior Schools,  
  
We just wanted to say a big thank you for your kind donation to our Harvest 
Appeal this year, especially during the COVID pandemic. 
  
Your support this autumn means that we are able to continue to provide vital 
food and supplies to people in crisis over the coming months, and stock up our 
shelves ready for Christmas.   
  
By also supporting us with monetary donations, you are helping cover the cost of 
storing and distributing supplies, which is just as vital as the food itself.  
  
Please find attached a certificate for you to display. 
   
Thank you once again for your support, and we hope that you will consider supporting us again in the future. 

 Kind regards,  Faye Stone 

Elmlea Christmas Trees 2020 – Message from the PTA  
 
We are pleased to inform you that Christmas Trees will be available to order online but have to be collected from the Junior 
School carpark on Tuesday 8th December.   
 
Please only come at your allotted time as follows:   
Reception and Year 1 - 4.15pm to 4.45pm  
Year 2 and Year 3 - 4.45pm to 5.15pm  
Year 4 and Year 5 - 5.15pm to 5.45pm  
Year 6 - 5.45pm to 6.15pm  
General public (as result of leaflet drop) - 6.15pm to 7.00pm  
 
 
The Christmas Trees we have available are:  
Non-drop Nordman 150-175cm £32 
Non-drop Nordman 175-200cm £36  
Non-drop Nordman 200-225cm £44  
 
Sustainable Norwegian Spruce 150-175cm £25 
Sustainable Norwegian Spruce 175-200cm £27  
 
(all Trees will be sold on a first ordered, first served basis).    
 
Please use this link pta-events.co.uk/Eisa to order and pay for your Christmas Tree in advance, the deadline is Thursday 3rd De-
cember 2020.   
 
All profit to the Elmlea Infant and Elmlea Junior PTAs, please support us.   

http://pta-events.co.uk/Eisa


This week we would like to introduce you to the Chairs and Vice Chair of the Local Governing Bodies. 

 

The Local Governing Bodies meet together as a joint committee on a termly basis and are responsible for specific 
areas that have been delegated by the Board of Trustees including: 

Maintaining and improving Standards and Achievement.  

Providing support and challenge in regard to the Schools Improvement Plan.  

Providing support in relation to safeguarding.  

 

 

Nick Hester, Chair of the Elmlea Infant School Local Governing Body 

Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees 
Chair Elmlea Junior School Local Governing Body 
Vice Chair of Elmlea Schools’ Trust Joint Local Governing Body 
As an Elmlea parent, Nick was very pleased to join the team of Elmlea Infant School 
Governors in 2014. In July 2019 Nick was appointed as a Trustee on the newly 
formed Elmlea Schools Trust Board of Trustees. His day job for more than twenty 
years is as a co-owner of a local recruitment consultancy and he brings that 
experience to his role on the Board of Trustees, as Chair of the Elmlea Infants School 
Local Governing Body. Nick is also a football coach at Rockleaze Rangers and enjoys 
the odd game for the Elmlea Dads football team.  

 

 

 

Rob Hudswell,  

Vice Chair of the Elmlea Infant Local Governing Body 

Rob was very happy to join the Trustees in July 2020. He has a son who finished 
reception in 2020, and a daughter who is expected to start in 2022. Rob has worked in 
the charity sector as part of the leadership team at Save the Children and in the 
private sector for PricewaterhouseCoopers. He grew up in Bristol, and spent 20 years 
away in Leeds, London and Melbourne, before recently returning. He is a keen rugby 
and cricket fan and enjoys running and long walks.  

 

 

 

 

Gareth Beynon,  

Chair Elmlea Junior School Local Governing Body 
Vice Chair of Elmlea Schools’ Trust Joint Local Governing Body 
 
Gareth lives locally and is married to a teacher and has a daughter.  He works in education 
as the headteacher of Chew Valley secondary school.  He has worked in various schools in 
Surrey including a spell working with teacher training before relocating to the West Country 
and spending twelve years in a senior leadership role at Clevedon School.  He enjoys 
running regularly (slowly!) and following a range of sports.  



 

This week we have been learning the sounds b and f along with key words we and 
me. We have learnt how to write a list which could be something you develop 

further with your child at home. We have learnt the names of common 2D shapes and have been 
spotting them in the environment. We have also thought about what makes us special and unique, 
focusing on how everyone is different. 

• All Reception children respectfully took part in the 2 minute silence for Remembrance Day. 

• We hope you enjoyed the bedtime stories in aid of Children in Need. 

Thank you to those that have sent in PE shorts, if you haven't already please do so as soon as possible. 

Have a great weekend! 

Many thanks, The Reception Team 

 
 
 
 

This week Year 2 have been writing some descriptions about animals from the 
rainforest using adjectives, verbs and adverbs. In maths we have been 
continuing with our work on addition by learning  how to add a 2 digit number to a 2 digit number using 
a number line. In topic we are really enjoyed learning about the layers of the rainforest and some of the 
different animals that live there. 

Year 2 Team 

This week in Year One we read the story of the Night Box. We imagined what 
nocturnal animals we might see, and what sounds we might hear, if we went for a mysterious walk in the 
dark, just like the boy Max in the story. We worked on using adjectives and similes in our writing, 
describing the wind and the trees, and the animals that we might meet, in interesting ways. Perhaps you 
could research some nocturnal animals and practise describing what they look like as well, as learning 
some interesting new facts to share. In maths, we have been using the number bonds that we know to 
help us solve addition calculations. You could try making up some simple problems of your own to solve!  

Year 1 Team 



Year 6 

 

Year 6 have been exploring the effects of diet and 
exercise on the body. We even tried to hypothesise 
whether our diet is healthier now or back during 
WW2 when food was rationed. We have planned 
some investigations to test how exercise intensity 
might affect our heart rate and we will carry them out 
next week. 

In maths we have been finding equivalent fractions by simplifying and finding common denominators. Next week, 
we will be adding and subtracting fractions. We have started writing our own WW2 narrative poems and are 
looking forward to publishing them next week. 

Year 6 Team. 

Year 5 

In Year 5 this week, we have enjoyed planning our carry bag for our ration and identity 

card. We have thought about all of the components and considered various factors to 

create a successful design specification. We look forward to making them and wearing 

them later this term.  

Year 5 Team 

Year 4 
Year 4 have been working very hard this week. In maths, we have been looking at bus stop division and keeping 
the tension high in our English suspense writing by using empty words and varying sentence lengths. We have 
been continuing our DT buggy project by adding pulleys and axles as we get closer to being race ready. 

Next week we will be continuing our suspense writing in English along with looking at fractions in our maths 
lessons. In our Tudor topic lessons, we will be moving on to look at Queen Elizabeth. 

4H  will be changing their outdoor PE day to Thursday from next week. They should come to school wearing PE kits 
on Mondays and Thursdays.  

 
Year 4 Team 

Year 3  

This week, we have been working on division by using arrays, number lines 
and partitioning into tens and ones. In English, we have been continuing our 
poetry work by writing some examples of personification and have been 
drafting our own poems. In PSHE, we have been learning how to solve 
conflict between groups of people.  

We have been really impressed with the quality, enthusiasm and creativity 
shown when the children have been reciting their poems on Seesaw. It was such 
a treat for us and they all put so much effort in. Well done! 

 

Year 3 Team 


