Elmlea Schools’ Trust
Newsletter Issue 3
Friday 18th September
Diary Dates:

Tulip Photography
will be individual
pupil photos on the
follow dates:

Infant:
Wed 30th Sept
Junior:
Mon 28th Sept
Flu Vaccinations
(further details to
follow)
Infant:
Wed 14th Oct
Junior:
Thurs 15th Oct

Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope you have all had a good week and have been able to enjoy the lovely sunny weather, which felt
like a real bonus as we all thought Autumn weather had arrived when we started this term.
A big thank you to all our Junior parents for supporting us as we introduced the one-way system
around the Junior site. It has become more streamlined as the week has progressed. We are so
pleased that the crowding at the bottom of the school drive in The Dell has reduced significantly,
which has consequently reduced the risk of an accident occurring. Please can we ask that you keep
moving once you have collected your children otherwise bottlenecks quickly occur.
Thank you to everyone for your consideration of each other too by wearing face masks, you have
responded so quickly and we are grateful.
Walking between The Dell and Elmlea Avenue
We have received feedback from parents that the pavements are very busy between the Infant and
Junior School, who have helpfully suggested the following:
Please could all parents walking away from the Junior school walk on the right hand pavement side
down The Dell towards the Infants and coming back to walk on the near right hand pavement side of
the road as you walk back up to the Juniors. In effect there is an anti-clockwise procedure in place
between the Juniors and Infants on the busiest parts of the pavement.

Parent Teacher Meetings
We are delighted that we are able to hold our parent-teacher meetings this term.
Infant meetings will be held on the 6th and 8th October and Juniors on the 13th and 15th October.
We are using an online booking system for appointments via Tucasi which we hope you will find really
convenient. Further information to follow next week.
The meetings as per government guidance will be held online and we will be using Microsoft Teams.
Our new Reception parents have already experienced online meetings last term and gave very positive
feedback.
Details regarding logging in for the actual meeting will be sent out once all appointments have been
selected.
We have planned for this to run as smoothly as possible across both schools. However, it is the first
time we have used an online booking system in the Infants and held all our parent teacher meetings
online, so please be understanding of this.
Individual Photos
Our Infant School photo day will be Wednesday 30th September and Junior School photo day will
be Monday 28th September.
If your Junior child has PE on photo day, please make sure they are wearing school uniform on their
top half but PE kit on the bottom half.
Birthdays:
Please may we ask that you do not send in anything to be shared amongst the class for birthdays.
Reception Intake September 2021
Please read the linked leaflet if you have a child starting school in September 2021
Shana Tova! Happy New Year to everyone in our Elmlea community who is
celebrating Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New year) this weekend!

Lorraine Wright, Executive Headteacher

Flu Vaccinations
The forms are being collected on Monday 21st September, your child will not be able to have the vaccination
unless your form has been returned to the appropriate school office via their class teacher
Date of vaccinations
Infants—Wednesday 14th October
Juniors—Thursday 15th October
Covid-19 risk assessment and face covering policy update
Our COVID-19 risk assessment and Face Covering policy have been updated and can be found by clicking this link.
Parking: Please can we ask that if you are collecting your child by car, that you are considerate to
our neighbours and do not park in front of their drives, please give them enough space to turn in
and out of their driveways, can we also respectfully ask you not to park in disabled bays.
Permission to leave the School premises—Reminder to parents with pupils in Years 4 to 6
Please log in to Tucasi and select the Permission to leave the school grounds’ trip to give
permission for your child to be dismissed from school without an adult present.
PTA
I would like to thank the retiring PTA Committee members for all their hard work over the duration of their
membership. During these unprecedented times they have been unable recruit new members to take this
valuable association forward in the coming year, this means that we don’t currently have an active PTA. if you are
able to spare time to raise valuable funds for our pupils, please contact me via the School Office
junior@elmleaschoolstrust.com. The retiring PTA will be on hand to offer initial support.
Tucasi/SCOPay
If you have not yet linked your child’s account to Tucasi/SCOPay, please do so as soon as possible.
Communications from Elmlea Schools Trust
Please note that only ‘priority 1’ contacts who have given the Trust their email address will receive correspondence
from us. We know that there are several parents who have only provided us one email address and this can cause
problems. If you would like to send us a second email address to ensure that everyone in the household receives
the information, please contact either infant@elmleaschoolstrust.com or Junior@elmleaschoolstrust.com to
update our records. Thank you
E-Safety
To help parents with the task of picking child-friendly apps that are both entertaining and educational Google has
introduced an Expert Approved badge into The Google Play app store. Follow this link to find out more about the
apps that your children use.

The Downs Loop: A proposal from the team at Cycle Sunday
Would you like better paths for family-friendly cycling around the Downs?
Please visit www.thedownsloop.com to find out more and fill in our short survey. Your views are important to us.
Our public consultation runs until the 30th September.

Reception
We have had another fantastic week in Reception. The children have enjoyed their first two full days and staying for
lunch with their friends.
 We hope that you are enjoying seeing your child’s learning documented on Tapestry and we welcome your comments and replies on the observations.
 We have begun teaching phonics this week. The children have learnt the sound that the letters s-a-t make and have
practised writing them too.
 From Monday we will not be using the tents on the field. Instead, please drop your child at the gate and your child
will come in by themselves and line up on the spots in the car park with their teacher. This is how the rest of the school
are currently coming in. We have practised for this in school and would encourage that you also prepare your child for
the change.
 As the Autumn months start we would encourage you to provide a pair of wellington boots for your
child to wear during outside/ forest school activities.

Once again, we thank you for all of your support with our settling in period.
Willow:
abie.neal@elmleaschoolstrust.com
Maple:
holly.rogers@elmleaschoolstrust.com
Oak:
laura.stephens@elmleaschoolstrust.com
Many thanks, the Reception Team

Year 1
We would like to say a huge thank you to all Year 1 children for their behaviour during our fire drill. They were so
sensible and took it very seriously. Please ask your child about this at home! In PSHE this week we have been thinking
about worries and what to do about them. Ask you child to tell you about the 5 top tips to
well being!
Connect
Be active
Keep learning
Take Notice
Give
1HS: zoe.hinwood@elmleaschoolstrust.com
jade.emery-simmons@elmleaschoolstrust.com

1C:
1F:

millie.crook@elmleaschoolstrust.com
jon.friesner@elmleaschoolstrust.com
Year 1 Team

Year 2
This week we have been learning about Arctic Animals and have used adjectives, verbs, adverbs and
conjunctions to write describing sentences. In maths we have worked on using the smaller squares in
our new maths books and started some place value work. Year 2 are really settling into a good routine
- well done everyone.
Year 2 have been very sensible and calm when listening to the fire drill alarm and carrying out the practise this week.
2M: hannah.mckenzie@elmleaschoolstrust.com 2SA: jane.simmons@elmleaschoolstrust.com
2V: oliver.valle@elmleaschoolstrust.com
jessica.andrews@elmleaschoolstrust.com
Year 2 Team

Year 3
**Action Required** Please sign and return your Photo Permissions letter by Friday 25th September.
Year 3 have had another fantastic, fun-filled week. They have made clay Tudor Roses, learnt all about the War of the Roses
that led to the creation of the Tudor Rose and the Battle of Bosworth, which began the Tudor reign.
In our daily PSHE sessions, we have thought a lot about our inner 'guard dogs'
that may tell us our worries and then how we can work to manage these anxieties.
We know we can PAWS.
P - Pay attention (acknowledge the emotion)
A - Ask yourself do you want to feel that way?
W - Walk away to gain some perspective
S - Slow down your breathing
In maths, we have been ordering numbers and improving our reasoning skills. In English, we have been creating compound
sentences using FANBOYS.
Seesaw will be used for homework and is a tool for your child to access and submit work, and communicate with their
teacher at various points during the year. Please encourage your child to be as independent as possible with their Seesaw
tasks and submissions.
If you need to contact the class teacher, please use the following emails.
3G: beth.greer@elmleaschoolstrust.com
3W: sarah.wilson@elmleaschoolstrust.com
3S: lucy.smith@elmleaschoolstrust.com
3W: vicki.cracknell@elmleaschoolstrust.com
Year 3 Team

Year 4

This week, Year 4 have enjoyed learning about - and re-enacting - the Battle of Bosworth to find
out how the Tudors came to the English throne.
Thank you for uploading Reading Records and completing the Homework tasks on Seesaw. This
year, we are using Seesaw as a learning journal to document examples work done in school or at
home (if related to our topic). If you need to contact your child's teacher, please use email rather
than posting a message on Seesaw.
Year 4 Team
4W: tom.weller@elmleaschoolstrust.com
4B: sarah.bareau@elmleaschoolstrust.com
4H: hatti.wilson@elmleaschoolstrust.com
4B: erika.bjelica@elmleaschoolstrust.com

Year 5
In Year 5, we have started reading Friend or Foe as part of our unit focus for English. We have enjoyed
finding out about the characters David and Tucky. We have imagined how they felt being evacuated,
writing as one of the characters using show not tell.
5L:
5B:

emma.long@elmleaschoolstrust.com
adele.paisey-bruce@elmleaschoolstrust.com

5K: ceri.knott@elmleaschoolstrust.com
Year 5 Team

Year 6
Our science topic about Healthy Humans is well underway and we have been exploring how the heart is
the centre of our circulatory system. We have identified the different components of blood (using Cheerios
and marshmallows!) and re-enacted its journey to the lungs to collect oxygen and delivering it around the
body. We are also building up our own models of the human body. Digestion next…
6B:
6S:

bryony.brooks@elmleaschoolstrust.com
rob.salisbury@elmleaschoolstrust.com

6L: laura.sheffield@elmleaschoolstrust.com
Year 6 Team

